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President’s message 
      Since the changes to ARS 12-940, advocacy 

groups have begun to question the disposal of 

medical marijuana and firearms, and are attempt-

ing to interpret the law to their advantage. The 

simple act of disposing of a weapon, which is 

voluntarily turned over to a law enforcement 

agency, can warrant attention from protestors. It 

is important that the AAPE and all its members 

remain focused on the current bills moving 

through the state legislature. Regardless of our 

position on the issues, our ultimate goal as Evi-

dence Custodians is to protect the evidence, at 

the same time managing our space most effec-

tively.  It is a fine balance that most individuals 

creating the laws do not understand.  

  

    The AAPE can educate the House and Senate 

on the hidden consequences of passing laws that 

seem politically correct on the surface. We do 

this by writing letters to our congressmen, getting 

our agency’s legal advisors involved, and attend-

ing legislative meetings as a representative of the 

AAPE.  It also means the association’s legislative 

committee cannot rest.  A sleeping lion has been 

nudged awake. It would be irresponsible of our 

association to ignore the trends and not partici-

pate in the discussions.   

 

     With that said, I would like to endorse Robert 

Reddington in the upcoming election for Presi-

dent of the AAPE.  I recently joined the Arizona 

Criminal Justice Commission’s Policy Team and 

have chosen to step down to focus on 

“CHANGE” from another perspective. I am con-

fidant Bob will move the association to new 

heights and ensure we are abreast of the proposi-

tions that might affect the AAPE.  My intention 

is to remain on the association’s legislative com-

mittee, and become more involved with issues 

such as medical history background checks, re-

ducing the retention of evidentiary vehicles and 

misdemeanor evidence.      I am excited about the 

possibilities placed upon our little organization 

and encourage each of you to participate in any 

manner you can.  You can start by attending 

March’s quarterly meeting and voting. I look 

forward to seeing you all.   
    Nancy      

Property Return Lawsuit 

MARION, Ark. — The mother of one of 

three Arkansas Cub Scouts brutally mur-

dered 19 years ago is suing the West 

Memphis Police Department to allow her 

to see the possessions her son had with 

him when he died. Pam Hicks says she'd 

like to know for sentimental reasons what 

her 8-year-old son Steve Branch had in 

his pockets. She says she has repeatedly 

asked police to show her Steve's posses-

sions. But it is only since the release last 

year of the men convicted in his May 

1993 death — known as the West Mem-

phis Three — that she decided to sue. 

She filed suit on Friday. 

West Memphis City Attorney David 

Peeples wrote to Hicks that the Freedom 

of Information Act doesn't apply to phys-

ical evidence in this case. AP 06/25/12 

 “You make a living by what you 

earn; you make a life by what you 

give.”             Winston Churchill 

—Former British Prime Minister 

 Have you thought about donating 

some time? The AAPE could use your 

help, as can many other non-profits. 

(Ed.) 
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 Lord, we thank You for creating a perfect plan for our 

lives.  

 Remind us to open our eyes and see the miracles you 

give every hour of the day. 

 With You by our side, we can learn to assume responsi-

bility for our actions. 

Amen 

The Spring quarterly meeting will be held March 13th at 

the Fort McDowell Police 

Department,  Chief Delmar 

FMPD will be speaking on 

Sex Offender Registra-

tion.  Elections will be held at 

the business meeting, there 

will also be a raffle for the 

last free seminar seat.   

Time: 10 am (refreshments 

start at 9) 

Location: Public Safety 

Building 

10755 N. Fort McDowell Rd, Fort McDowell 85264  

President 
 My name is Bob Reddington and I am running for the office of 

AAPE President. I believe I am highly qualified to hold this 

office. 

 I have been working as an Evidence Custodian at the Avon-

dale PD for almost 8 years. Prior to Avondale, I worked at AZ 

DPS for 14 years with about 9 years in P&E.  I have worked 

in warehousing since the late 1960’s (yes, I was young). I have 

become more involved with AAPE since I came to Avondale 

and am a member of the Legislative and Public Relations 

Committees, being the editor of the newsletter. I am also the 

current Sergeant at Arms and have learned a lot about run-

ning meetings because of this assignment.  

 The past few years have been extremely busy for me as I went 

back to college and will be graduating this spring from the 

NAU Extended Campus program with my BS in Public Man-

agement. 

 If elected, one of my goals will be to expand the influence of 

the AAPE. I believe we can market ourselves and gain new 

members, along with being recognized by the state legislature 

as the Subject Matter Experts when it comes to police property 

and evidence issues and possible new laws that will affect how 

we complete our duties. 

  I would like to know what issues we want to address at the 

statewide level. Do we want to influence the required sale of 

firearms, medical marijuana issues or other issues that we 

face regularly? 

 

Editor’s Ramblings 

 As newsletter editor, I have had the chance to look at the 

qualifications and goals of all the candidates and I notice that 

most candidates want to grow the Association.  I am sure the 

new board would welcome your ideas on how to accomplish 

this, so feel free to let us know your thoughts. 

 Please check out the ads for returning Corporate Mem-

ber Interior Solutions (pg. 8) and new Corporate Mem-

ber Clean Scene, AZ (pg. 11). 

Bob   azevidence@gmail.com  

ASU adds a forensics degree  
 
PHOENIX — With forensic tools used in crime investigations 
becoming increasingly sophisticated, Arizona State University 
has added a Bachelor of Science degree in forensics. The 
degree will prepare graduates for careers in forensics laborato
ries and in the research and development of new technologies 
in the field.  
The degree is offered by ASU’s New College of Interdiscipli
nary Arts and Sciences, the core college on the West campus, 
4701 W. Thunderbird Road in Phoenix. Graduates may have 
an interest in pursuing advanced degrees in the sciences or 
law. Those graduates who choose to enter the job market 
should find a growing demand for individuals with the 
knowledge and skills they have acquired. 
Career opportunities for forensics graduates include employ
ment in crime laboratories, police departments, government 
agencies, law firms, insurance companies, hospitals and con
sulting firms. 
Among the forensics courses to be offered are Toxicology, 
Trace Evidence, Computer Forensics and Comparative Fo
rensics. In addition to its emphasis on biology, chemistry and 
the processing of evidence, the forensics degree’s curriculum 
also focuses on oral communication skills. More details: 
School of Mathematical and Natural Sciences, 602-543-6050. 

Source: AZ Republic 02/11/13 

So much for a fence making the border secure! 

Safety Tip 

Safety & Survival: Keeping  Safe Distance “If the target is 

within range, so are you.”  - Rulesofthumb.org Review Board 
(submitted by Jason Michael—El Mirage PD). 

mailto:azevidence@gmail.com
mailto:azevidence@gmail.com
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Secretary 
 Deborah J. Shaw  
 I started in Property in 1996 and I also worked as a 

Crime Scene Technician from 1997 to 2008.  I super-

vised the P&E Unit/ Crime Scene and Fingerprint 

Section from 2005 to 2008.  I am currently the Super-

visor of the P&E Unit. 
 I bring years of knowledge and try to assist any agen-

cy when possible.  I have served 2 terms on the board. 

 I would like to see the membership grow and assist 

anyone who would like to become more involved.  I 

would like to have a handout on Arizona’s procedures 

when impounding evidence, something like the IAPE 

provides its members. 

2nd Vice President 

Mary Alinen  

 I have worked in P&E for16 years at the Sierra 

Vista Police Department  (Retired). I worked in 

Property & Evidence, crime scene,  ID and forfei-

tures and even though I retired after 30 years, I 

continued to work for the department for an addi-

tional  3 1/2 years. 

 I am now fully retired and feel I can devote  more 

time to the association promoting membership 

and corporate sponsors. I have been active most of 

my membership with the association, serving as 

an officer, different committees and web site mon-

itor and wish to continue serving our association 

and membership. 

Sandie Imberi for Treasurer 

  As you all know I am running again for the office of 

Treasurer for the Association. I have held this office for 

about fifteen years now and have enjoyed every minute of 

it. It has been a real rewarding part  

of my career as a property and evidence technician to be a 

member of AAPE and to be the treasurer.   

 I have been with the Phoenix PD and the Property and 

Evidence section for over thirty five years. I am hoping to 

stay at least four more years. I would like to spend the 

next few years bringing more junior technicians into our 

association through either the seminar or the quarterly 

meetings.      

 As seminar chairperson I feel I have put on many educa-

tional seminars. With the help of Mary Alinen I feel we 

will continue to strive and have bigger and better semi-

nars each year in the future.   

 Thank you for all your support in the past and in the fu-

ture.   

Sergeant at Arms 

My Name is C.J. Blackwell and I running for the position 

of Sergeant At Arms. I have worked in Property and Evi-

dence for a combined 10 years. I believe that it is im-

portant for all members to serve on the board at some 

point so that we can continue to bring new and different 

views to the table. I would like to see in the next two 

years, more of the departments who do not currently be-

long to the association become members and help the as-

sociation grow. 
Thanks, C.J. Blackwell 
Property And Evidence Tech. Peoria Police Department  

Qualifications and job descriptions for all board positions 

are available in the bylaws at  

http://208.106.133.174/Portals/0/AAPE/azapebylaws.pdf 

Candidate for President on pg. 2 

2nd Vice President 
Name: Jan Schmitt 

         Office you are running for 2nd Vice President 

         How long you have worked in P&E or similar 

duties 28 years in Law Enforcement as an officer, 

sergeant and lieutenant.  3 1/2 years in P&E. 

         What you bring to the members by being on 
the board  Desire to bring consistency and stand-

ardization in form and function to Evidence in 

Arizona. 

         What would you like to accomplish in the 
next 2 years  To make the training conference 

more focused on property and evidence, rather 

than law enforcement or police work in gen-

eral.  While most have been interesting, I don’t 

find the information can be transferred to the day 

to day workings of the Evidence room. As a re-

tired cop, I really enjoyed the talk last year on the 

homicides in Phoenix, but they taught me nothing 

to bring home to my staff.  I would like more in-

teraction between the hundreds of Evidence Tech-

nicians in Arizona to see how we ALL do 

things.  I’d like to know how Kingman, or Selig-

man or others in remote parts of the state dispose 

of Evidence like drugs, when there are only a few 

approved locations which are in the eastern part of 

the state.  This would allow us all to offer assis-

tance to each other when we have problems we 

can’t solve.   

http://208.106.133.174/Portals/0/AAPE/azapebylaws.pdf
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HB2371 AAPE Sponsored bill on unclaimed property: 
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?

Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107 
Department of Health Services comments on medical 

marijuana: 

http://www.azdhs.gov/prop203/ 

 

Find your state legislator, or what district you live in: 

www.azleg.gov   
And click on “How do I Find My Legislators”. 

 

Find Arizona Revised Statutes at : 
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp 

 

Find City Municipal Codes at : 
www.municode.com/library/clientlisting.aspx?stateid=3 

 

Find the Arizona Association for Property & Evidence 

at: http://208.106.133.174/ 

 

Find the International Association of Property &  

Evidence at: http://www.iape.org 

 

Find the Arizona State Retirement System at: 

www.azasrs.gov 

 

Find the Arizona Public Safety Retirement System at: 

http://www.psprs.com/ 

 

Arizona Emergency Information Network 

http://www.azein.gov/azein/default.aspx 

 

What else would you like to see here? E-mail me at azev-

idence@gmail.com  Bob 

Lemon Bars  
  

Prep Time: 

20 minutes     

 

Cook Time: 

40 minutes       

 

Total Time: 

1 hour 

 

Ingredients: 

1-1/3 cup plus 2 tablespoons flour, divided 

1 cup sugar, divided 

1/2 cup butter, softened 

2 eggs 

1/4 teaspoon baking powder 

juice and zest from 1 large lemon 

powdered sugar 

 

Preparation: 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Lightly grease 8-inch 

square pan. Completely combine 1-1/3 cups flour, 1/4 

cup sugar and butter. Press down into prepared pan. 

Bake for 15-20 minutes or until edges are brown. Com-

bine remaining ingredients, except powdered sugar, 

until well mixed. Pour over crust and continue baking 

for 18 minutes or until set. Remove from oven and 

sprinkle with powdered sugar. Cool complete before 

cutting into 16 bars.     Lee 

If you're ever attacked by bees, here is what you have to remem-

ber. Stop, drop, and roll. The bees will still sting you. But it looks 

so funny when you're rolling around with bees on you. 

 

Experts say the most reliable way to make bees docile is surround 

them with huge billows of smoke. That's why Willie Nelson has 

never been stung by a bee. 

Arguing A Case:“If you have the facts, pound the facts; if you 

have the law, pound the law; if you have neither, pound the ta-

ble.”  -  Jeff Eckard, Lawyer.  

(submitted by Jason Michael—El Mirage PD). 

Around Arizona   MARK HENLE/THE REPUBLIC 02/18/2013 

EXPERIENCE A CIVIL WAR RE-ENACTMENT  
The Civil War skirmish at Arizona’s Picacho Pass and the 
New Mexico battles of Glorieta and 
Val Verde play out during the “Civil 
War in the Southwest” re-enactments 
at Picacho Peak State Park.   
Details: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday, March 16-17 (gates 
open for entry from 9:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m.). 
Picacho Peak State Park, Interstate 
10 at exit 219, 60 miles south of 
Phoenix. $10 per vehicle of up to 
four people; additional people, pe
destrians and bicyclists are $3 each. 
602-542-4174, azstateparks.com.  

http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107
http://www.azdhs.gov/prop203/
http://www.azleg.gov
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp
http://www.municode.com/library/clientlisting.aspx?stateid=3
http://208.106.133.174/
http://www.iape.org
http://www.azasrs.gov
http://www.psprs.com/
http://www.azein.gov/azein/default.aspx
mailto:azevidence@gmail.com
mailto:azevidence@gmail.com
http://azstateparks.com


Ha-Ha-Ha-Ha 
 You know you’re losing it when you start talking to 

yourself—and even you aren’t listening. 

  We like our political leaders to be simultane-

ously forceful, dynamic, eloquent, sympathetic, 

regular and exceptional...in other words, a genu-

ine fake. 
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Macayo’s Mexican Kitch-

ens have nominated the 

chimichanga as Arizona’s 

official 

food. 

Vote 

here: 

Ariz. court orders county sheriff to return pot to 

California woman 
By Yvonne Wingett Sanchez The Republic Jan 10, 2013  

 

The Arizona Court of Appeals has ruled the Yuma County Sher-

iff’s Office must give back marijuana that was seized from a 

California woman who had permission to use the drug for medi-

cal purposes. 

Valerie Okun was stopped in 2011 at a Border Patrol checkpoint 

near Yuma. Authorities seized marijuana and other contraband 

from her car. She was cited for violating Arizona drug laws and 

the case was turned over to Yuma County officials. The charges 

were dismissed after she showed she was authorized to possess 

marijuana under California law. The Arizona Medical Marijuana 

Act honors other states’ medical marijuana cards and allows 

them to possess up to 2 1// ounces of the drug. After the charges 

were dropped, Okun asked sheriff’s officials to return her mari-

juana, and the Superior Court granted her request. But the Yuma 

County sheriff argued he could not return the pot because doing 

so may violate the federal Controlled Substances Act, which 

makes possession, sale or use of marijuana a crime. 

The appellate court affirmed Thursday the Superior Court’s rul-

ing and required the sheriff to return the marijuana to Okun, say-

ing it was not subject to forfeiture under state law. 

“Moreover, the Sheriff is immune from prosecution under the 

federal law for acts taken in compliance with a court order,” the 

three-judge panel wrote. 

The appellate court would not consider the state’s argument that 

the state’s medical marijuana law is pre-empted by federal law, 

“We do not question the general proposition that when federal 

law actually conflicts with state law, federal law controls,” the 

opinion said. A spokesman for the Yuma County Sheriff's Office 

said officials are reviewing the opinion. 

Voters in 2010 passed the medical-marijuana measure to allow 

people with certain debilitating medical conditions — including 

chronic pain, cancer and muscle spasms — to use marijuana. 

They must obtain a recommendation from a physician and regis-

ter with the state Department of Health Services, which oversees 

the program and issues identification cards to qualified patients 

and caregivers. 

Patients are limited to purchasing 2 1/2 ounces every two weeks. 

More than 33,000 people have permission to use medical mariju-

ana in Arizona. 

Evidence lost during Superstorm 

Sandy impacting trials 
Source: msnbc   |  January 05, 2013 

 SUPERSTORM SANDY HAS MADE A MESS OF CRIMI-

NAL TRIALS IN NEW YORK CITY WHERE TWO 

WAREHOUSES FULL OF EVIDENCE WERE FLOODED 

OUT IN THE STORM. THE NYPD IS STILL WORKING 

TO RECOVER THAT EVIDENCE.  

 Hurricane Sandy's impact is reaching past homes and brings and 

now disrupting criminal trials in New York City, who ware-

houses where they kept all the evidence flooded. The NYPD, has 

20 officers, six civilians and a captain trying to recover the evi-

dence. According to the "New York Times" the storm flooded 

11,000 barrels of evidence which contained DNA evidence, 

cloth, clothing, drugs, and guns. The evidence included all kinds 

of things that could be associated with a case. 

In at least six criminal trials the evidence was inaccessible and 

those six cases are just the tip of the iceberg; we handle 300,000 

cases and 213,000 cases of those are criminal cases. The idea 

that only six cases with 11,000 evidence barrels that are inacces-

sible, damaged or lost, there is a real concern that in many cases 

there will be a grave injustice because the evidence is not availa-

ble and the courts are concerned about wrongful convictions as a 

result of the situation. 

Steve Banks, chief lawyer for the Legal Aid Society said “We 

have asked the police for an accounting of all cases that are ef-

fected and incumbent on them to provide it and if not, we have to 

go to court. I hope we don't have to, but we may have to.” 

Food Fun 

BBQ: 

“I believe in barbecue. As soul food and comfort food and health 

food, as a cuisine of both solace and celebration. When I’m feel-

ing good, I want barbecue. And when I’m feeling bad, I just 

want barbecue more.”  -  Jason Sheehan, “This I Believe,” NPR.  

 

Money & Finance: Lunch Money“You’ll get twice as much food 

for the same amount of money if you order the lunch combos 

from a Chinese take-out restaurant. Pick up a couple of lunch 

combos in the middle of the day, and take them home to feed the 

whole family.” – Rulesofthumb.org Review Board 
(submitted by Jason Michael—El Mirage PD). 

http://www.checkyesforchimi.com/
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Instruction on: 

Audits & Inventories: 

    Jeanette Thude & Debbie Campbell - Phx. PD 

 

Who Cares What OSHA Wants : 

    OSHA Trainer – Jenny Mandeville 

 

The Honor Killing : 

    Det. Chris Boughey – Peoria  PD 

 

Counterfeit Money:         

    Special Agent  Kevin Rice                                                                                      

 

Explosive Device Recognition & Disposal :     

   Det. Mike Dirilo – Phx. PD Bomb Squad            

          

Speed Robin 

 Small Group Problem Solving 

 Nancy McKay-Hills, Tucson PD 

Seminar Cost 

 

$150 AAPE Members 

$200 Non-Members 

 

Also includes: 

Lunch on Thursday 

Daily Door Prizes 

Vendor Displays 

Rooms are available at the Prescott Resort at a special $60/night rate, if made by  

May 12
th

 , 2013. .  When calling for reservations, let them know 

you are with the Arizona Association for Property and Evidence. Group #G2369 

For reservations, call 1-800-967-4637 . 

 

 
 

ARIZONA ASSOCIATION FOR 

PROPERTY & EVIDENCE 
19

TH
 ANNUAL SEMINAR 

 
Two day Property and Evidence Training Seminar 

June 13
th

 & 14
th

, 2013 

 

Prescott Resort and Conference Center 

                                                  1500 East Highway 69 

Prescott, Arizona 86302 
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HOW ARIZONA MAKES LAWS By Alia Beard Rau 02/18/2013 

286 LAWS 1,145 BILLS  

EACH BEGINS AS ASINGLE, BRIGHT IDEA IN ONE PER-

SON’S MIND.  

 

But the hundreds of bills state lawmakers introduce each session 

turn into a torrent of words, pages and legal jargon that deluge 

the Legislature and add to the legal burden of people living and 

doing business in Arizona. Every January and February, legisla-

tive bills flood the Capitol, pushed by an array of special inter-

ests and sponsored by eager lawmakers. By the time the session 

comes to a close in April, legislators, lobbyists and members of 

the public who get involved are exhausted. But while state law-

makers say they’d like to see their colleagues introduce fewer 

bills each session, there is little will to slow the rush to regulate 

Arizona’s residents, governments and businesses. Lawmakers 

defend the importance of their own projects, and their right to 

represent their constituents via legislation.  

 This session, lawmakers have introduced 1,145 bills. If this year 

follows the trends of prior ones, about half will get a hearing and 

about a quarter will become law. While the numbers may sound 

high, Arizona’s lawmakers are comparatively restrained. The 

state ranks in the bottom half of the nation in terms of the num-

ber of bills its Legislature introduces each session. New York 

introduces about 16,000, according to State Net, a LexisNexis 

company that provides government data. Texas introduces 

12,400. Wyoming files 500.  

“If I had my druthers, we’d be seeing fewer bills,” said Senate 

President Andy Biggs, R-Gilbert, who is known for his prefer-

ence for small government. “I think we see too many bills, peri-

od.” Arizona’s is considered a part-time Legislature, typically 

meeting annually from January through about late April.  

Across the nation, some legislatures have similar schedules, 

some meet year-round and some meet only every other year.  

The length of a session does not appear to determine the number 

of bills. Texas has a part-time, biannual Legislature while New 

York’s meets year-round. The Wyoming Legislature meets for 

40 days in odd-numbered years and 20 days in even-numbered 

years, to focus on the budget.  

Source of bills  

The ideas for bills — and the motivation for introducing them — 

come from a variety of sources: a constituent looking for a solu-

tion to a problem, law enforcement or legal experts trying to 

keep the state’s criminal laws in synch with evolving technology, 

and lawmakers responding to a national trend or issue — such as 

bills to tweak state gun laws or fight congressional mandates.  

“There is an almost unlimited number of ways an idea becomes a 

bill,” said Arizona Legislative Council Executive Director Mike 

Braun, whose staff of attorneys assists lawmakers with drafting 

bill language. “We will get a member who talks to a constituent 

about a problem, and a member who articulates his or her own 

vision.”  

House Bill 2066, for example, stemmed from a request by fami-

lies and individuals with mental illness that the state change its 

definition of a mentally ill person. Current law defines a 

“mentally ill person” as “an idiot, an insane person, a lunatic.”  

Braun said that’s the case with bills about half of the time. The 

other half, it’s a lobbyist, advocacy group or government entity 

bringing an idea forward.  

The pro-gun Arizona Citizens Defense League, for example, has 

proposed bills the past few years to allow guns in public build-

ings. The ignition-interlock industry has a lobbyist pushing legis-

lation to exempt DUI interlock devices from the state sales tax.  

“Sometimes that does come predrafted and sometimes it is just a 

kernel of an idea,” Braun said.  

The Legislative Council will take the lobbyist’s draft and some-

times rework it to ensure that it conforms to existing state statute.  

Most bills go through two rounds of editing and then word pro-

cessing.  

“The simplest bill in the world takes a couple of hours,” Braun 

said. “And then there are some of them that take days.”  

But lobbyists don’t always want the help.  

“Sometimes they bring it to us and say, ‘We need to get this en-

acted this way so it’s the same as other states’ (laws),’ ” Braun 

said. “And when push comes to shove, it’s up to the (legislative) 

member to decide what version gets introduced.”  

The Legislative Council’s job is to write a clean draft and men-

tion any possible legal issues. But staffers don’t tell a lawmaker 

whether he or she should or shouldn’t introduce a certain bill.  

“It’s their decision,” Braun said. “Everybody who opens a bill 

folder sees merit in it. Sometimes it’s just different merit.”  

Biggs said while he’d like to see fewer bills in general, he 

doesn’t deter his members from filing bills.  

“People represent constituents, and they need to introduce bills 

on behalf of their constituents,” he said.  

Rep. Kelly Townsend, R-Mesa, cofounder of the Greater Phoe-

nix Tea Party, said she came to the Legislature hoping to repeal 

some of the state’s thousands of laws. “I’m a limited-government 

person,” she said. But she admits she didn’t manage that this 

session. She introduced eight bills this session, a few of which 

actually would expand government. One sets additional criteria 

for using isolation rooms to discipline schoolchildren; another 

establishes an operations center for law enforcement to better 

patrol the border. Townsend, who works as a doula assisting 

women in childbirth, also has a bill to establish a committee to 

study whether the state’s Medicaid program should offer doula 

services.  

Disclosure requirements  

But knowing who is actually promoting a bill isn’t always clear 

in Arizona. California requires its Legislature to disclose when a 

lobbyist is actually behind a bill. Arizona has no such require-

ment. In many cases, there is no way for the average voter to 

discern whether a bill was generated by a lawmaker and legisla-

tive staff or whether a lobbyist wrote the bill and handed it to the 

lawmaker to file. Lobbyists can, and often do, register as sup-

porting or opposing a certain bill. That can offer an indication of 

who is behind some bills. This session, the lobbyists for SCI 

Arizona Funeral Services have signed in supporting a handful of 

bills changing regulations for various funeral workers.  

Members of the pro-gun advocacy group the Arizona Citizens 

Defense League will sign in supporting bills they write, as will 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Tips on disputing credit errors  
By Alex Veiga Associated Press AZ Republic 02/12/2013 
  Disputing credit report errors can be complicated and frustrat
ingly slow. But it is also a necessary task for Americans who 
want to avoid paying more on loans and credit cards for a mis
take they did not make. 
A Federal Trade Commission study released Monday found that 
one in four consumers surveyed discovered an error in at least 
one of their credit reports from the three major credit bureaus. 
Only 5 percent of the consumers found errors severe enough to 
increase their rates on mortgage, auto loans and other financial 
products. 
The FTC’s Bureau of Consumer Protection recommends that 
consumers take steps to ensure the information on their credit 
reports is accurate. Most negative information can remain a part 
of your credit history for seven years. 
Here are some tips on how to dispute credit report mistakes and 
lessen the chance of unwarranted blemishes that stain your 
credit profile: If you believe there’s an error in a report, you can 
submit disputes online at www.equifax. com, 
www.experian.com, www.transunion.com. You can also submit 
the dispute by mail or phone, the address or number should be 
on your credit report. 
Once a dispute is received, credit bureaus are required to re
spond within 30 days. The credit bureau will contact the lender 
that provided the information that is under dispute. At that point, 
the lender looks into the matter. If a fix is made, the lender must 
alert all three credit bureaus of the error. 
Another option: Reach out to the lender on the account where 
the error showed up and ask that they update the credit bureaus 
with correct information. 
Not getting anywhere with the credit bureaus? Try the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau, a federal agency with the authority 
to write and enforce rules for the credit reporting industry and to 
monitor the compliance of the three agencies. 
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employees of the conservative anti-abortion, pro-school-choice 

advocates Center for Arizona Policy. It’s also not always clear 

when a state lawmaker may benefit from a bill he or she is push-

ing. In a non-election year like this one, legislators don’t have to 

report the lobbyists who may have donated to their campaign cof-

fers days before the session started until 2014, long after a bill 

becomes law. State law requires lawmakers to file financial dis-

closure forms with the secretary of state each year disclosing em-

ployers and financial investments. Those are posted online. But 

legislators don’t have to declare a conflict of interest with a bill 

unless they are among 10 or fewer people who may benefit.  

Prolific lawmakers  

Conservative Republicans advocate for smaller government. But 

at the Arizona Legislature, the conservative lawmakers are among 

the most prolific bill producers, likely because they hold the legis-

lative majority. “It’s never a lobbyist behind a bill if you’re a 

Democrat,” said Sen. Steve Farley, D-Tucson. “Unless it’s a stu-

pid lobbyist.” The most prolific Republican this session was Rep. 

David Stevens, R-Sierra Vista, with 41 bills.  

 They include designating money to fight drug trafficking, reduc-

ing the penalty for lighting fireworks in cities where it is restrict-

ed and creating a program for schools to allow an employee to 

carry a firearm on campus. Democrats’ bills are seldom given a 

public hearing and rarely become law. Knowing this, several 

Democrats introduce bills to make a personal or political state-

ment.  

Sen. Steve Gallardo, D-Phoenix, was the most prolific Democrat 

this session, introducing 45 bills. They include repealing the im-

migration law Senate Bill 1070, repealing the state’s ban on gay 

marriage, increasing the penalty for carrying a weapon on a col-

lege campus and reviving the state’s concealed-carry weapons-

permit requirements. Farley said Democrats especially shouldn’t 

limit themselves to introducing only bills that have a chance of 

passage. As the minority party, very few Democrat bills pass just 

by the nature of politics. “Sometimes a bill makes a statement 

about who we are and what we stand for,” he said. “That’s im-

portant too.” For example, he said, he was the first in the nation to 

introduce a bill to ban texting while driving several years ago.  

It went nowhere in Arizona, but since then 44 other states have 

passed laws. “A bill can be effective even if it never gets a hear-

ing,” he said. Arizona lawmakers aren’t limited from introducing 

legislation, except by session deadlines.  

 Rep. Kate Brophy McGee, R-Phoenix, said her biggest frustra-

tion is that the public may assume the entire Legislature — or 

even all members of the same party — support a bill just because 

it is introduced, or “dropped.” “It’s important for the public to 

know that when a legislator has an idea and drops a bill, that 

doesn’t constitute policy for the state of Arizona,” she said. “The 

vetting process occurs after the bill is dropped.” The Senate presi-

dent and House speaker determine which bills are assigned to 

committees. The committee chair decides which bills assigned to 

his or her committee get hearings. Then the president or speaker 

decides whether a bill gets a final vote of the full chamber.  

Once a bill passes through the process in both chambers, the gov-

ernor then decides whether to sign it into law.  

All of that must happen for a bill to become law.  

(Continued from page 7) 

EDITORIAL BILL PUBLIC NOTICES ARE BEST IN PRINT 

Legislators again are seeking to reduce accountability and trans-

parency. 

 They are pushing bills to drop the requirement that public notices be 

published in a newspaper. The Internet is a cheaper way to go, they 

say. On the surface, the argument seems reasonable. But the potential 

pitfalls are many. Start with this: Have you tried looking up your town 

or city’s budget online? First you have to find it; few cities make it 

easy. If you succeed, you’re generally on your own in digesting it. 

Cynics suggest that governments want to hide the numbers. A more 

charitable reading recognizes that government’s expertise lies else-

where than presenting information clearly online. That is the forte of 

newspapers. And there is an additional advantage to printing public 

notices. A permanent record exists, one that cannot be changed or 

erased to cover a government official’s error. Newspaper publication 

enhances accountability.  

 It may be hard to believe, but not everyone has an Internet connec-

tion. In some rural areas, even phone signals are faint. But a newspa-

per can be delivered or mailed anywhere. Publication ensures all citi-

zens have access. Some readers may think we’re motivated by self-

interest. 

The Arizona Republic, though, prints relatively few public notices. As 

a business proposition, notices are more important to smaller, commu-

nity-based publications. Our interest is not financial. It’s in keeping 

government honest and transparent, and that’s advanced by continuing 

to print public notices in newspapers. AZ Republic 02/17/2013 

http://www.experian.com
http://www.transunion.com
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Association polo shirts are available. Please 

see Nancy, Mary, or any board member for 

prices, sizes, colors and an order form. 

Association Coin  Back  

(front is same as the Seminar 

coin, but antique copper instead 

of bright copper)  

The 2010 Seminar 

coins are bright copper 

and the back is the Ya-

vapai County Courthouse.  

The front is the same as 

the Association Coin. 

A s s o c i a t i o n  

c o i n s  -  $ 1 0 . 0 0   

2 0 1 0  S e mi n a r  

c o i n s  -  $ 1 0 . 0 0   

E a s e l s  &  C a s e s  -  

$ 1 . 0 0  e a c h   

S e e  B o b  t o  

p u r c h a s e .  

2010 

Seminar 

Coin 

Front 

2010 

Seminar  

Coin 

 Back 

Dates of interest 
Future Dates 

February 18, 2013—President’s Day 

March 13, 2013—AAPE meeting @ Ft. McDowell PD 
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Sale price on 2010 or 

2011 seminar coins  
Regular price- $10.00 

On sale for 1/2 off 

$5.00 

2011 

Seminar  

Coin 

 Back 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

March 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

April 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

May 2013 

VISIT THE OLD WEST  

Walk the same streets that Doc Holliday, Wyatt Earp and other Western legends walked 
more than 130 years ago, during Tombstone Wild West Days. Enjoy entertainment in
cluding Tombstone Vigilantes, Tombstone Gunfighters, Wyatt Earp Theatre and Doc Hol
liday’s Gunfight Palace.  
Details: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, March 16, and 11 a.m.-noon Sunday, March 17. Histor
ic Tombstone on Allen Street between Sixth and Second streets. Free. 520-266-5266, 
tombstoneweb.com. 

http://tombstoneweb.com
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"Many of the neighbors were tremendously upset about the bees 
and fearful to walk out their door because it literally led to three 
feet from the mouth of an open hive, each of which had approxi
mately 60 to 80,000 bees," Cote said. Cote said he advised Chen 
to immediately register the hives with the city, per local regula
tions, and also gave him suggestions to make the situation better 
for his terrified neighbors. One resident, Louie Socci, told the Daily 
News he called the city once to complain. 
“It’s like a big swarm of a couple million bees. You never seen 
anything like it in your life,” Socci told The Daily News. “The guy’s 
nuts. I called the city once and they didn’t do anything.” Last night, 
during the four-hour operation to seal up the hives and re
move them from the property, Cote discovered that not only were 
there a lot of bees, but they were also in poor health. "The bees 
were in terrible condition. I'll be surprised if any of them survives 
the winter. He stripped them of all their honey," he said. "The aver
age weight of a hive at this time of the year would be at least 180 
pounds, and these averaged 40 pounds. He took all of their honey 
and didn't leave any for them." 
It's not clear what Chen was 
doing with the honey, but Cote 
suspects based on conversa
tions he has had with other 
beekeepers in the area that he 
was selling it. Beekeeping has 
been legal in New York since 
2010. No license is needed, 
but if beehive owners don't 
register their hives, they can be 
fined. It's not known yet what 
charges Chen may face. Calls from NBC News to the New York 
Police Department were not immediately returned. Anthony Plana
kis, who heads bee control for the NYPD, told The New York Post 
of Chen's home, “Picture 45 dogs in one apartment. It’s cruelty to 
the bees.” New York City has ramped up its bee-control efforts 
recently. Earlier this month, Planakis -- who has been fighting 
stingers since 1995 -- was promoted from officer to detec
tive by NYPD Commissioner Ray Kelley, and granted a "bee-
mobile" and other equipment. 

Bees in Your Evidence Room? 
 
3 million bees seized from Queens, N.Y., man's 
home        By Elizabeth Chuck, NBC News 08/23/12 

 

A pproximately 3 million bees were found 
swarming around a man's Queens, N.Y., home on 
Wednesday night, and were confiscated -- to the 
relief of his neighbors. Yi Gin Chen had beehives 
packed into the backyard -- about 45 hives in total, 
said Andrew Cote, president of the New York City 
Beekeepers Association. Cote said Chen, a bee
keeper in his native China, had contacted the bee
keepers' association earlier in the month for help 
with the bees because he was trying to sell his 
Corona, Queens, home. Chen allegedly started 
with one hive a couple years ago, and the insects 
kept multiplying, reported the New York Daily 
News. “It’s gotten out of hand,” Chen told The 
Daily News Wednesday night as New York City 
Police Department officials and volunteers from 
the Beekeepers Association collected the bees. “I 
don’t have the time or resources to do this.” Cote 
said Chen's real estate agent contacted him a few 
weeks ago and told him that Chen, who only 
speaks Mandarin, had "four or five hives" that he 
wanted to sell. When Cote arrived at the home, he 
was shocked to find it was actually 45."That's 
something like 3 million bees, which is more bees 
than there are people in Queens," Cote said 
Thursday from his honey stand at a farmer's mar
ket outside Manhattan's Rockefeller Center. 

http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/queens/case_of_hives_hbxvkfo5iHKgc0G0eG7QYL?utm_medium=rss&utm_content=Queens
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/queens/3-million-bees-seized-queens-man-stunning-sting-operation-article-1.1142574
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/queens/3-million-bees-seized-queens-man-stunning-sting-operation-article-1.1142574


 

Advertising rates for the Lock & Key 

 

 Please see our webpage for current rates. 

 

 Call any AAPE board member to reserve your adver-

tisement in the next edition of the newsletter. 

 

 The deadline for submissions is the 1st day of  

February, May, August and November. 

COMMITTEES 

TRAINING COMMITTEE: 
Chairman: Sandie Imberi 

Phoenix Police  

Members: Mary Alinen 

Sierra Vista Police 

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE: 
Chairman: Vacant 
Members: Nancy McKay-Hills 
Tucson Police 
Marketing Director: Vacant 
Newsletter Editor: Bob Reddington 
Avondale Police   623-333-7232  
azevidence@gmail.com  

Web Monitor: Mary Alinen, Sierra Vista Police 

GOOD AND WELFARE COMMITTEE: 
Chairman: Connie Bush 
Phoenix Police Department 
Connie.bush@phoenix.gov 
cjohnsonbush@msn.com 
(602)534-2833 
(602)266-4173 

RESPONSE TEAM COMMITTEE: 
Chairman: Vacant 

Glendale Police  

Members: Lane Darling 

Mesa Police 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE: 

Chairman: Roy Casto—Gilbert PD
  

Members:  

Lane Darling  Mesa Police 
Roy Casto  Gilbert Police 
Bob Reddington  Avondale Police 
Jesse Joy  Eloy Police 
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ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT: 
Nancy McKay-Hills 
Tucson Police Department 
(520) 837-7361 Fax (520) 791-5158  
Nancy.McKay-Hills@tucsonaz.gov  

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Roy Casto 
Gilbert Police Department 
(480) 635-7080 Fax (480) 635-7097  
roy.casto@ci.gilbert.az.us  

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Mary Alinen 
Sierra Vista Police Department 
mealinen@aol.com 

SECRETARY: 
Deborah Shaw 
Peoria Police Department 
(623)773-7006 (623)773-8092  
deborahs@peoriaaz.gov  

TREASURER: 
Sandie Imberi 
Phoenix Police Department 
(602) 534-8700 Fax (602) 534-8865  
sandie.imberi@phoenix.gov  

SERGEANT AT ARMS: 
Bob Reddington 
Avondale Police Department 
(623)333-7232 Fax (623)333-0702 
rreddington@avondale.org 
azevidence@gmail.com 

  When a person assists a criminal in breaking the law before the 

criminal gets arrested, we call him an accomplice. 

 When a person assists a criminal in breaking the law after the 

criminal gets arrested, we call him a defense lawyer. 

 

 There is no shortage of lawyers in Washington, D.C. In fact, there 

may be more lawyers than people. 

Sandra Day O’Connor 

 

An old judge’s axiom is “It was a jury of average ignorance per-

fectly capable of determining which side had the best attorney. 

 

 How do you get a group of lawyers to smile for a picture? 

 Just say “Fees!” 

 

 In almost every court case, you have to read between the lies, 

Angie Papadakis 

mailto:623-333-7232_azevidence@gmail.com
mailto:Nancy.McKay-Hills@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:roy.casto@ci.gilbert.az.us
mailto:mealinen@aol.com
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mailto:azevidence@gmail.com

