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EDITOR’S RAMBLINGS 
Thanks to all the Board Members for their hard work and dedication from our recent event. I be-
lieve we all take away something from our discussions and are able to take back to our Depart-
ment useful information.  

Over the last few years I felt the organization has grown and the information brought forth has 
been worth while. I am looking forward to many more years. 

Thank you to the members for supporting this Association. Your continued support and member-
ship is vital in the continuation of the success of this group. 

May we have many more years of continued success. 
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ARIZONA ASSOCIATION FOR 
PROPERTY & EVIDENCE 

21
ST

 ANNUAL SEMINAR 

Recap 
 
 

Instruction on: 
Keeping Yourself Safe Collecting and  Releasing Evidence : 

   Det. Doug Lynch - Surprise  PD 
 

Evidence & Cadaver Detection & Water Recovery 
Evidence and Storage: 

    Southwest Rescue Dogs Inc. 
    Tracy Kranz Marana  PD 

 

The Trial: Jodi  Arias 
    Det. Steve Flores Mesa  PD 

                                                                                     
                     

Group Discussion on New and Changed Arizona 
    Laws: How do they affect us and how are we  

    handling them. 



 
 
 

T o those of you who weren’t able to attend this year’s training seminar, I thought a recap might be of 
value. As always, I found the training to be valuable; even though I have worked for many years in 

Property and Evidence. I would like to credit and thank our training committee of Sandie Imberi and Mary 
Alinen for another meaningful and informative seminar. As always they worked very hard for many months 
to put everything together and to keep everything running smoothly during the seminar. I also feel the Pres-
cott Resort and Conference Center did an excellent job. Their staff included the kitchen and wait staff for the 
AAPE hosted lunch on Thursday, and I.T. support for the projector and computers. I also thought the Regis-
tration Desk was efficient and the cleaning crew did a great job. 

 
The first training on Thursday was how to keep yourself safe, presented by Officer Doug Lynch of Surprise 
P.D. My original thought was this training would be most valuable to newer employees. I was pleased to 
learn that not only was the information relevant and important to new evidence personnel, but a great remind-
er of safety issues and steps for me. Some early warning signs that someone might become aggressive in-
clude: 

Subject conspicuously ignores you. 
Subject gives you excessive emotional attention. 
Subject exhibits exaggerated movement. 
Subject suddenly ceases all movement. 
Subject has a history of violent behavior. 

 Something else to watch for are these pre-attack postures: 
Boxer stance. 
Hand set. 
Shoulder shift. 
Target glance. 
Thousand yard stare. 

Remember when dealing with persons who are receiving property back, keep out of reach and always keep an eye on them for the 
above clues to aggressive behavior.  
An idea for firearm safety that was presented was the use of free gun locks from http://www.projectchildsafe.org/for-law-
enforcement to place on each released firearm. The idea works by placing the lock on the weapon, letting the owner know the lock 
will be theirs to keep, asking the owner to secure the weapon in their vehicle, and then return for the key. Most people won’t turn 
down anything free. This is in addition to not releasing ammunition the same day as the release of a firearm.  
 Officer Lynch also discussed customer service and some ways to keep from complaints. A couple of ways to accomplish this if 
you have co-workers, includes ethical interventions such as taking over customer service duties for a partner who is having a bad 
day. Another suggestion is to “tag out” a co-worker who is having a bad interaction by having a pre-arranged code, such as telling 
your partner that “Sgt. Coffee needs to talk to you.” This allows the other person to step aside and you to start the interaction over 
and hopefully address the issue without a complaint being filed. 
One item I use is the 24 hour rule. If you can, put off a difficult or emotional decision by giving it a day before addressing the prob-
lem. 
Some resources that were mentioned are the website www.lowtechcombat.com and the book Blink by Malcolm Gladwell. 
The afternoon session was a presentation by Tracy Kranz and Vi Brown and their K9 partners of Southwest Rescue Dogs. One 
interesting comparison was that a dog’s sense of smell compares to being able to taste a teaspoon of sugar dissolved into the water 
from two Olympic pools (one Olympic pool holds 660,000 gallons of water). This session ended with an outdoor demonstration of 
the dogs and their ability to locate bones to show an example of cadaver location. The more interesting demonstration (to me) was 
the dog’s ability to locate evidence items such as bullet casings. This was explained as their ability to notice the change in odor for 
items that are new to an area. 

Friday started with the AAPE quarterly business meeting and I will let you catch up on that from the meeting minutes when they 
are available. 

The training continued with a presentation by Det. Steve Flores of Mesa P.D. on the Jodie Arias investigation and trial. Many 
members were looking forward to this session and I do not believe there was any disappointment. Some interesting tidbits that I 
learned were that Verizon is the only mobile phone company to retain text messages on the network and they only retain texts 3-4 
Continued on Page 8... 
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Continued from page 6…. 

days. Another item that I don’t think I heard before was that Travis Alexander had been dead in his home for 5 – 6 days and his two 
roommates were not aware of his decomposing body in the master bedroom. Some of the evidence collected from the crime scene 
included a shower door. Have you ever given any thought on how you might package something as unusual as that? 

The afternoon started with a one hour presentation on chain of custody and disclosure issues by Bill Hughes of the Yavapai County 
Attorney’s Office. I thought this deserved more time, but compromises must be made. Rule 901 is the “most important reason for 
safekeeping evidence” as evidence cannot be used at trial without satisfying Rule 901.  

An important point made was: 

A party seeking to authenticate evidence based on a chain of custody “must show continuity of possession, but it need not 
disprove every remote possibility of tampering” State v. McCray, 218 Ariz. 252, 256, 183 P.3d 503, 507 (2008)   

 One way the prosecution can prove chain of custody is: 

Testimony by someone with knowledge about how evidence is stored & handled between the time the first person put it in the 
chain and the last person received it. 

This testimony covers the policies and practices of the evidence custodian at the agency holding the evidence. 

Good chain of custody records can make up for problems such as an officer on an old case being gone, the evidence passed through 
many hands and even agencies (such as an outside crime lab) over a period of time. The over 1,100 items of evidence submitted for 
the James Ray sweat lodge case included air, water, soil and food samples in addition to firewood and rocks. These samples, and 
because of their proper storage, were used to overcome the defense claims that there was an unknown toxin within the sweat lodge 
that caused the deaths.  

Mr. Hughes asserted that when an attorney wants to view evidence the evidence custodian should “Make sure to watch over the 
evidence like a mama grizzly bear!” 

Prosecutors “shudder” when they see white out on a chain of custody. 

Mr. Hughes believes scanned documents are one more question for defense attorneys to raise. 

The “best evidence” rule is that an original is always admissible and copies are admissible “unless tampered with” and testimony 
can be used to counter assertions of tampering. 

These are the Arizona laws that apply to the Safekeeping of Evidence: 

Rule 901, Arizona Rules of Evidence  

Local Court Practices & Court Orders 

Rule 28, Arizona Rule of Criminal Procedure (return of evidence after trial) 

ARS § 13-3413 (notice of photography and bulk drugs & destruction of chemicals related to drug manufacture) 

ARS §§ 13-3941 & 13-3942 (return of stolen or embezzled property) 

ARS §§ 13-4221 & 13-4240 (biological evidence retention for homicide and sex crime cases and other DNA evidence) 

ARS § 13-4315 (forfeited items) 
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Continued from Page 8... 

As always, these are guidelines and each agency should check with the legal advisors for formal opinions and guidance. 

The seminar concluded with a group problem solving and sharing of agencies’ procedures in regards to the new laws and 3rd party 
firearm releases. 

The new laws discussed were the recent changes to ARS 12-940 (definitions), 12-941 (disposal of unclaimed property), 12-942 
(disposal of property unclaimed after 30 days), 12-944 and 13-120 (owner receipt, publication) and 12-945 (sale of property). My 
opinion is the most important of these is 12-944 as this requires an agency to provide a detailed receipt for any items taken.  

This notice shall include instructions on how to claim the property. 12-944B also changes the publication requirement to found 
property valued over  $150.00. I believe this means if you have provided a receipt with instructions on proper ty recovery, 
publication is no longer required. 

Also touched on was 13-4221 (preservation of biological evidence). 

Printouts were also supplied in the seminar binder for ARS 13-4304 (property subject to forfeiture) and ARS 13-3415 (drug para-
phernalia). 

Sample forms of property notices and 3rd party forms from different agencies were included in the binders. These samples are often 
gold mines of information. If you need to create a new form, why re-invent the wheel? I would rather take bits and pieces and adapt 
them to my department’s needs than start over from scratch. 

If you are having a problem meeting ARS 12-945B, our lone vendor at the seminar was Gun Auctions Plus LLC. The Arizona Re-
gional Sales Manager, Felipe Teal (713-714-5692; felipe@gunauctionsplus.com) was on hand and answered questions and provided 
a couple of raffle prizes. They are a FFL dealer and have options available that will allow you to meet the new Arizona sale require-
ments. Their website is http://www.gunauctionsplus.com if you want more information.    

My one disappointment for this year’s seminar was that the discussions in the hospitality suite in the evenings didn’t seem to include 
much on work issues. I hope this means the Association is getting the information out to the member agencies and this type discus-
sion is not as necessary as in the past. 

One form that was included was a list of committees and chairpersons. If you are interested in serving on a committee, please let me 
know (azevidence@gmail.com) and I will put you in touch with the appropriate person. I believe many of the committees are in 
need of your assistance, so please choose one that interests you and lend a hand (or two). 

Obviously, I cannot convey two days of training into a few paragraphs, so I recommend attending the AAPE seminars each year. I 
always come away with new insights. 

As always, feel free to contact me if you have questions. I hope this recap is of value and I look forward to seeing you at the quarter-

ly meetings and next year’s training seminar.                                                       Bob Reddington azevidence@gmail.com 

“Texting Shorthand” 

 

Here is a preview of things to come… 

Ever wonder what some of those texting “lingo” means? Be sure to check out up coming issues for some useful shortcuts when sending texts. Here are some 

examples for your view pleasure. 

DMAF - “Don’t Make A Fuss” 

IDRC - “I Don’t Really Care” 

IGTG - “I Got To Go” 

NATM - “Not At The Moment” 

S2U - “Same to you” 

If you have some you would like to share send them to me @ landknews@gmail.com and I’ll be sure to use them.  

SYL - “See you Later” 

 

Remember never text and drive - it can wait. 
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Association Coins 
Contact “The President” of AAPE for information on how 

you can get yours TODAY!!! 
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AAPE POLO SHIRTS 

Wear yours with Pride. 

Association Polo Shirts are available.  
All Sizes and Colors.  

Please contact any Board Member for 
your order form and prices. 
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Did You Know? 
 

July’s birthstone, the ruby, is often associated with 

contentment, love, passion, and integrity. 

 

It is sometimes called the Hay month because the 

grass dries out due to a lack of rain and can be made 

into hay. 

 

Sometimes the hot, long days of July are called the 

“dog days of summer”. 

 

July was originally the month of Quintilis in the Ro-

man calendar. Later the name was changed to Julius 

in honor of Julius Caesar (born July 12th). 

——————————————————————————— 

Important Dates  

 

July 4—Independence Day 
July 7—Cherry Pit Spitting Day 

July 14—Bastille Day 
July 23—Ice Cream Cone Day 

July 29-Parent’s Day 
 
 

July 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   



Advertising rates for the Lock & Key 
 
 Please see our webpage for current rates. 
 
 Call any AAPE board member to reserve your 
advertisement in the next edition of the newsletter. 
 
 The deadline for submissions is the 1st day of  
February, May, August and November. 

Chairman: Sandie Imberi 

Phoenix Police  

Members: Mary Alinen 

Sierra Vista Police 

Chairman: Vacant 
Members: Nancy McKay-Hills 
Tucson Police 
Marketing Director: Vacant 
Newsletter Editor: Jason Michael 
El Mirage Police   623-433-9540 
landknews@gmail.com 

Web Monitor: Mary Alinen, Sierra Vista Police 

Chairman: Connie Bush 
Phoenix Police Department 
Connie.bush@phoenix.gov 
cjohnsonbush@msn.com 
(602)534-2833 
(602)266-4173 

Chairman: Jason Michael 

El Mirage Police  

Members: Lane Darling 

Mesa Police 

Chairman: Roy Casto—Gilbert PD
  

Members:  

Lane Darling  Mesa Police 
Roy Casto  Gilbert Police 
Bob Reddington  Avondale Police 
Jesse Joy  Eloy Police 
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Robert Reddington 
Avondale Police Department 

Roy Casto 
Gilbert Police Department 
(480) 635-7080 Fax (480) 635-7097  
roy.casto@ci.gilbert.az.us  

Deborah Shaw 
Peoria Police Department 
(623)773-7006 (623)773-8092  
deborahs@peoriaaz.gov  

Sandie Imberi 
Phoenix Police Department 
(602) 534-8700 Fax (602) 534-8865  
sandie.imberi@phoenix.gov  
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