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Hello All, 
  
Hard to believe we are in the new year and on our way. 2018 
marks the 26th anniversary of the Arizona Association for Property 
and Evidence. In the ten years that I have been a part of this Asso-
ciation I have learned a great deal on the principals of the Property 
and Evidence function as well as networking with the members. I 
want to thank the Board members for their hard work and dedica-
tion. May this year and the future of this Association be successful 
as we continue on into the future. 
 
I know we are all busy with work, family and friends but I would 
highly encourage those of you who want to keep this organization 
going strong to dedicate some time in helping the Association out. 
The Association is only as strong as it’s members. There are va-
cant seats within the committees that need to be filled. Assisting in 
the organizing of the annual seminar is always helpful as there are 
many different processes needed in making it successful. If there is 
a position you are interested in or you would like to contribute some 
time in assisting please let one of the Board Members know and we 
can work out the details. 
 
As always I’m looking forward to the seminar which is just around 
the corner, believe it or not. Looks like we will have some informa-
tive speakers especially everyone's favorite topic about retention 
and disposal of records. This will make for a great opportunity to 
get those questions answered and for all of us there to share our 
experiences. Make sure you get your registrations in as well as 
those wonderful door prizes for a chance to win a seat at the next 
annual seminar. 
 
Our next meeting will be held at the Phoenix Police Property Man-
agement Bureau (see page two for address). Meeting will be held 
in the main conference room on the first floor. Parking is available 
on the southeast corner of the building or in the visitors parking lot 
(if available). 
Raffle tickets will be available at this meeting as well as last minute 
buy-ins at the seminar. For further information please contact Mary 
Alinen. 
 
 I’m looking forward to seeing as many of you there.  

 Jason Michael  -  President 

President’s Message 
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Have an interesting 
story or unusual 
item that was 

brought in to your  
warehouse?  

 
Don’t hold back… 

Share it… 
Send your ideas, 
comments, photos, 
and interesting  

articles to  
 

landknews@gmail.com 

The Spring Meeting will be 
held at: 

 
 

Phoenix Police Property  
Management Bureau 

100 E. Elwood St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85040 

 
Refreshments: 9am 

Meeting : 10am 
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You may remember from  a few newsletters back there was talk about 
what to do with military medals and the proper disposal.  

Well, now let’s talk about passports.  
I came across this question from the International Association for Prop-

erty and Evidence and wanted to share.  

Dear Joe, 
  
After returning from your recent class in Maryland, I got a commitment from the Chief to start 
working on the backlog of aged property and evidence. One of the first cases I ran into was a 
case that had two US Passports. I attempted to contact the owners with negative results. Can 
you give me some advise on what I can do with them. 
  
Thanks,  
Evidence Custodian P. Port 
  
Dear Evidence Custodian P. Port, 
  
The same day that I received your inquiry, I had an email from one of our members, an Evidence 
Technician, with the United State Department of State. The question had arisen in another class 
that he had attended. Below is information 
that may assist you. Please pass on the fol-
lowing to whomever you see fit. 
  
Federal Law allows only the U.S. Depart-
ment of State to destroy passports. Any PD 
can send found passports from any country 
to the following address: 
  
US Department of State 
Office of Adjudication (CA/PPT/S/A) 
Passport Recovery Program 
1150 Passport Services, 4th Floor 
Dulles, VA 20189 
  
Regards, 
Joe 



ARIZONA ASSOCIATION FOR 
PROPERTY & EVIDENCE 

25
TH

 ANNUAL SEMINAR 
 

Two Day Property and Evidence Training Seminar 
June 7th & 8th, 2018 

 
Prescott Resort and Conference Center 

                                                  1500 East Highway 69 
Prescott, Arizona 86302 

Instruction on: 
 
Arizona Secretary of State Office: 
Retention of Records  
Disposal of Records 
Body Camera Evidence 
 
Yavapai County Attorney: 
New Marijuana Laws 
Medical Marijuana Cards & Guns 
          
Arizona Attorney Generals Office: 
Retention and Release of Evidence 
 
Medical Examiner and Evidence                                    
Evidence Polices and Issues 
Retentions and Disposals 
Crime Scene Evidence Needed 
 
Group / Panel Discussions:   

Seminar Cost 
 

$175 AAPE Members 
$225 Non-Members 

 

Also includes: 
Lunch on Thursday 
Daily Door Prizes 
Vendor Displays 

Rooms are available at the Prescott Resort at a special $75/night rate, if made by  
    May 07th 2018. When calling for reservations let hotel know you are with the    

Arizona Association for Property and Evidence Group # G5177       
For reservations, call 1-888-657-7855. 

  



Be sure to enter your door prize for  
your chance to win a free entry at  

next years seminar for 2019.
All you need to do is bring in a $25  
door prize as your contribution for  

this years event to be eligible.
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Please see below  some of the Arizona State Record Retention Guidelines. 
For more information click on the link provided and as always consult with your agency. 

http://apps.azlibrary.gov/records/general_rs/Law%20Enforcement%20GS%201031%20Rev%201%2012212017.pdf  
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ord constitutes a public record  

subject to disclosure if it has a  

“substantial nexus” to govern-

ment activity. Records that do  

not have a substantial nexus to  

government activity are not pub-

lic records not subject to disclo-

sure regardless of whether they  

were created using government  

resources.

This decision runs counter to a  

formal opinion issued by the  

Arizona Attorney General (AG)  

in July of 2017, which we dis-

cussed in our previous issue. In  

that opinion, the AG essentially  

concluded that records created  

by public officials or government  

employees on private electronic  

devices or accounts are not pub-

lic records. The AG did not  

seem to think the Griffis stand-

ard applied to records created  

on private devices or accounts.

In December of 2017, the Arizo-

na Court of Appeals issued a  

ruling in which it held that the  

phone records for a law enforce-

ment officer’s private phone may  

be public records subject to dis-

closure if the officer uses the  

personal phone for public busi-

ness.

The court held that “when a  

‘substantial question’ exists as to  

whether information is subject to  

disclosure, courts must first de-

termine if the information quali-

fies as a public record.” Citing  

Griffis v. Pinal County, the court  

said that “the threshold to show  

whether a ‘substantial question’  

exists about a document's status  

is ‘relatively low.’ ”

The court then explained that, at  

least in the case of a public em-

ployee’s personal phone records,  

“a requestor can raise a

‘substantial question’ by showing  

the employee used his or her  

personal cell phone for a public  

purpose.”

The court cautioned that “mere  

use of a private cell phone during  

working hours is insufficient to  

meet the threshold showing;  

rather, the requestor must pre-

sent evidence the information on,  

or use of, a private cell phone  

created a public record.” If re-

quester is able to meet the  

threshold showing, then the bur-

den shifts to the government to  

establish that the record is in-

stead private.

In essence, the court seems to  

have held that the standard laid  

out in Griffis should be applied in  

deciding whether a record creat-

ed on a private device is a public  

record subject to disclosure. In  

Griffis, the court held that a rec-

As of the start of 2018, the Arizona State Bar is now subject to open meeting and public records law poli-

cies.

On November 23, 2016, the Arizona Court issued Administrative Order 2016-126, amending Rule 32 of  

the Rules of the Supreme Court. Subsection (m) of the rule reads, “Meetings and Records. The State Bar  

will conduct meetings and maintain records under public access policies adopted by the Supreme Court.”

The Court ordered that the “State Bar Board of Governors provide the Court a proposed public meetings  

policy for consideration by February 1, 2017 and a proposed public records policy by May 1, 2017.” The  

Court ordered that the “provisions of these rule changes will become effective upon approval by the Court  

of each of these policies.”

On April 5, 2017, the Court issued order 2017-34, in which it adopted the open meeting policy submitted  by 

the Board of Governors of the State Bar. The policy went into effect on August 1, 2017. On August 31,  

2017, the Court issued order 2017-102, in which the Court adopted the public records policy submitted by  

the Board of Governors of the State bar. The policy went into effect on January 1, 2018.

Lunney v. State: Public Records on Private Devices

Supreme Court Subjects State Bar to Public Access

A R I Z O N A O M B U D S M A N

– C I T I Z E N S ’ A I D E

The Public Record
J  A  N  U  A  R Y

2  0  1 8

I N S I D E :

L U N N E Y V . S T A T E :  

P U B L I C R E C O R D S

O N P R I V A T E D E V I C -

ES

S U P R E M E C O U R T  

S U B J E C T S S T A T E  

B A R T O P U B L I C  A 

C C E SS

P E N D I N G L E G I S L A-

T I O N : 5 3 R D L E G I S - L

A T U RE

M E S S A G E F R O M  

D A N E E G A R O N E

S I D E B A R :

 The Ombudsman for  

Public Access is Staff  

Attorney Danee Garone.

 Open meeting law and  

public records law mate-

rials and updates are  

available on our web-

site .

 Click here to view our  

open meeting law book-

let.

 Click here to view our  

public records law book-

let.

 Review past Public 

AccessNewsletters

 Upcoming Training/ 

Outreach

March 6: Auditor General --

Phoenix -- Open Meeting Law

www.azoca.gov 

602-277-7292
ombuds@azoca.gov

From the Office of the Arizona Ombudsman — Citizens’ Aide

State Ombudsman Dennis Wells
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Pending Legislation: 53rd Legislature
HB 2065: This bill would amend sever al sections of the open meeting law in Title 38. It would codify the  
Attorney General’s opinion that one-way electronic communications from a member of a public body to a  
quorum that proposes legal action constitute a “meeting” subject to the open meeting law.

The bill would also require that meeting minutes or recordings include a record of how each member of the  
public body voted on each legal action.

Lastly, the bill would alter the open meeting law enforcement scheme. Under the bill, the Attorney General,

the county attorneys, and anyone affected by an alleged violation of the open meeting law could take a public  
body, as a whole, to court over an alleged open meeting violation. The bill however, would allow only the
Attorney General to take individual members of public bodies to court for alleged violations and would limit

these court actions to when a member of a public body “knowingly” violates the open meeting law. The bill  
would also increase the possible civic penalties for second and subsequent violations of the open meeting law  
from $500 to $5,000.

HB 2118: This bill would alter the public r ecor ds law. Specifically, it would amend A.R.S.  39-121.02.  
Most of the changes do not appear as though they would substantively alter the public records law; however,
the bill would change how attorneys fees are awarded when a court finds that a public body or official improp-

erly denied access to records. As it stands now, the law allows a court to award attorney fees and related legal  
costs when a requester “has substantially prevailed” in their special action. The bill, however, would remove  
discretion from the court and require that courts award attorneys fees and related legal costs when the requester  
“substantially prevails” in their special action.

T H E P U B L I C R E C O R D

7878 N. 16th Street  

Suite 235

Phoenix, AZ 85020

Main: 602-277-7292

Danee Garone  

Direct: 602-544-8710

Email: dgarone@azoca.gov

Greetings!

Please note: The Office of the Ombudsman has moved to a new location, indicated listed below.  

In our fall/winter newsletter, we discuss the Arizona Court of Appeals’s re-

cent public records law decision, the Arizona Supreme Court’s decision to  

subject the Arizona State Bar to public access, and pending legislation.

As always, our goal is to provide you with timely and informative infor-

mation related to Arizona’s Public Record and Open Meeting Laws. If you  

have suggestions and ideas for an upcoming newsletter, or questions you  

want answered, please feel free to contact our office. Public records law and

open meeting law training is also available upon request.

Sincerely,

Danee Garone

Staff Attorney

Making government more responsive to the people of Arizona

Arizona Ombudsman – Citizens’Aide

Find us online at: 
www.azoca.gov
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HB2371 AAPE Sponsored bill on unclaimed prop-
erty: 
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?
Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107 
Department of Health Services comments on medi-
cal marijuana: 
http://www.azdhs.gov/prop203/ 
 
Find your state legislator, or what district you live 
in: 
www.azleg.gov   
And click on “How do I Find My Legislators”. 
 
Find Arizona Revised Statutes at : 
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/
ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp 
 
Find City Municipal Codes at : 
www.municode.com/library/clientlisting.aspx?
stateid=3 
 
Find the Arizona Association for Property & Evi-
dence at: http://208.106.133.174/ 
 
Find the International Association of Property &  
Evidence at: http://www.iape.org 
 
Find the Arizona State Retirement System at: 
www.azasrs.gov 
 
Find the Arizona Public Safety Retirement System 
at: 
http://www.psprs.com/ 
 
Arizona Emergency Information Network 
http://www.azein.gov/azein/default.aspx 
 
What else would you like to see here? E-mail me at  
landknews@gmail.com  Jason M. 

Waffle House Customer: “I’ll Go To Jail Over 
Some Barbecue Sauce” 

Willie Edward Drake, 43, of Columbus, asked for 
some barbecue sauce, according to a Bibb County 
sheriff’s report. 

Drake was told the restaurant had none, and then 
things got spicy, according to the sheriff’s report. 
 
The man “then began screaming obscenities and 
insulting” the workers, then added: “I’ll go to 
(expletive) jail over some barbecue sauce!” the re-
port said. 

And soon, he did. 

By: Steve Burns, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution Updated: Jan 26, 2018 - 4:04 PM  

http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107
http://www.azdhs.gov/prop203/
http://www.azleg.gov
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp
http://www.municode.com/library/clientlisting.aspx?stateid=3
http://www.municode.com/library/clientlisting.aspx?stateid=3
http://208.106.133.174/
http://www.iape.org
http://www.azasrs.gov
http://www.psprs.com/
http://www.azein.gov/azein/default.aspx
mailto:azevidence@gmail.com
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AAPE SHIRTS 
For those of you that are in-

terested in an AAPE Shirt you 
can bring in your own polo-

shirt and for a minimal fee of 
$7 to $8  an AAPE logo will be 

sewn on to your shirt. 
Your shirt will then be re-

turned back to you at the next 
meeting. 

Any questions or comments 
please contact Sandie Imberi 

AAPE Treasurer 
602-525-3685 

DID YOU KNOW? 

350 SLICES OF PIZZA SELL EVERY SECOND IN 
AMERICA 

 
THE SLINKY WAS CREATED BY ACCIDENT 

 
KETCHUP USED TO BE CONSIDERED A MEDICINE 

 
BARBIE HAS A FULL NAME – BARBARA MILLICENT 

ROBERTS.  
KEN’S FULL NAME IS KENNETH CARSON. 

 
A CAT’S EAR HAS 32 MUSCLES 

 
SAN FRANCISCO IS MOSTLY WATER – 80% 

  
THERE IS A HOT PINK LAKE IN AUSTRALIA 

  
EACH DOG’S NOSE HAS A UNIQUE PATTERN 

 
SELFIES KILL MORE PEOPLE THAN SHARKS 

 

Officer Safety / Situational Awareness 
  
The attached photos are of a shotgun purchased online and shipped to a dealer in VA. The BAT-
FE was notified. The receiver was modified to hold a pistol round aimed at the person firing the 
weapon. The weapon was loaded with a .380 ACP round. The trigger group obscured the round 
until the weapon was broken down for inspection. When chambering the shotgun round the weap-
on would be cycled with the slide action bar coming into contact with the primer on the pistol 
round pointed at the shooter.  Although showing marks from being struck the round did not dis-
charge. Had it functioned it was aligned with the top of the pistol grip stock and would have struck 
the person firing in the face. Exercise caution whenever handling firearms especially those with 
unknown history. 
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TRAINING COMMITTEE: 

Chairman: Sandie Imberi 

Phoenix Police (retired) 

Members: Mary Alinen 

Sierra Vista Police (retired) 

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE: 

Chairman: Vacant 

Marketing Director: Vacant 

Newsletter Editor: Jason Michael 

El Mirage Police   623-500-3038 

landknews@gmail.com 

Web Monitor: Mary Alinen,  

Sierra Vista Police 

Chairman: Connie Bush 

Phoenix Police Department 

Connie.bush@phoenix.gov 

cjohnsonbush@msn.com 

(602)534-2833 

(602)266-4173 

Chairman: Roy Casto   Gilbert PD 

Members:  

Lane Darling   Mesa Police (retired) 

Roy Casto           Gilbert Police 

Jason Michael 

El Mirage Police Department 

Holly Beal 

Surprise Police Department  

holly.beal@surpriseaz.gov  

Sandie Imberi 

Phoenix Police Department (RETIRED) 

623-247-7180 or 602-525-3685 

skimberi@cox.net 

Roy Casto 

Gilbert Police Department 

(480) 635-7080 Fax (480) 635-7097  

roy.casto@ci.gilbert.az.us  
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