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H 
ey there everyone!!! Hope all is well and your ware-
houses are in tip-top shape. Over the last few months I 
have been working hard in the warehouse ensuring the 

items being stored are in their proper place. Recently completed a 
100% inventory of the drug room and was pleasantly pleased to 
find out that I only had two discrepancies. Turns out that I showed 
two items (glass bongs) that were still in inventory but had been 
purged sometime ago. Thankfully it was an easy fix. I had the 
documentation to show the chain of custody and the authorization 
for the purge but somehow during my “shopping” experience I 
neglected to scan the barcode and show the item removed from 
the case.  
 In a recent article by Joe Latta from the International Asso-
ciation for Property and Evidence states that “One of the most im-
portant reasons for barcode is to conduct inventories. In theory 
your software should allow you to scan a storage location and 
then scan the items on the shelf. When complete the computer 
should provide a "discrepancy report" sometime referred to as 
"exception report". The report should provide a listing of items 
not scanned and items on the shelf that don't belong in that specif-
ic location. If you are scanning a package (one barcode), with four 
items the scan is only validating the package is there. If one of the 
items in the package was in court, lab or returned to the owner the 
inventory would not know and suggest it is on the shelf and ac-
counted for.”  (For more on this article refer to the July 2018 
IAPE monthly newsletter). I’m thankful that my evidence man-
agement system was able to do just that, making this inventory a 
breeze. I hope you all have something similar in place and are 
able to complete your inventories in a timely manner and reconcil-
ing your discrepancies. 
 I’m looking forward to our next meeting in Gilbert and in 
seeing all of you. Projects are in the works and as always the As-
sociation can use your help. It doesn’t take much time to help and 
it is appreciated as it makes this organization stronger. As always 
if you have an interesting article or useful information please 
share it. Take care and see you soon. 
 
Jason Michael—President 

President’s Message 
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Have an interesting 
story or unusual item 
that was brought in 
to your warehouse?  

 
Don’t hold back… 

Share it… 
Send your ideas, com-
ments, photos, and 

interesting  
articles to  

landknews@gmail.com 

The Fall Meeting will be 
held at: 

 

Gilbert Police  
Department 

 
Wednesday 

September 12th, 2018 
 

4760 S. Greenfield Dr. 
Gilbert, AZ 85297 

 
Meet and Greet at 9am 
Meeting starts at 10am 

This should also apply to adults as 
well. 

Please be safe… Don’t drive distracted. 

The text can wait…  
We managed before the cell 
phone we can manage now. 
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Ohio police chief fatally overdosed on drugs taken 

from evidence room, investigators say 
By Kaitlyn Schallhorn, Fox News 
An Ohio police chief died from an accidental fentanyl overdose after the drugs were removed from his 
department’s evidence room, officials said Wednesday. Kirkersville Police Chief James Hughes Jr. was 
found unresponsive in his home May 25 and pronounced dead shortly after, the Newark Advocate re-
ported. An autopsy revealed he died from “acute intoxication by fentanyl.” Reynoldsburg Police De-
partment Lt. Ron Wright, whose department is still investigating, told the newspaper that packaging 
was discovered “that indicated that he was taking controlled substances from” the evidence room. Ac-
cording to the coroner’s office, a plastic sandwich bag found where Hughes died tested positive for co-
caine. A syringe was also determined to be positive for fentanyl, the Newark Advocate reported. 
Hughes, who was 35 years old, had only been on the job for a few months before he died. “He was hired 
in March and wasn’t here that long, but he kept me informed [about] what was going on,” Kirkersville 
Mayor Terry Ashcraft told the Newark Advocate after Hughes’ death. “A lot of stuff goes on in this 
town, and he’d come and done his job and never had a complaint on him.” Hughes left behind a wife 
and three young children. A GoFundMe account was set up to help the family, and the Kirkersville 
Village Council provided $1,500 to help cover funeral expenses. Wright said he plans to contact the 
state’s attorney general’s office once the investigation is completed so the state can look into the Kirk-
ersville Police Department’s practices, especially when it comes to the evidence room. 

_______________________________________________ 

Thank you Tim Peterson from Sierra Vista Police Department for sharing this article.  

As property technicians we handle things that, well let’s say are not your ordinary daily objects. It is easy 

to get complacent in our day to day duties. Please ensure you take the time to protect yourself and how you 

handle the products that come into your warehouse. 

Calling All Members: 
 

Dues for the 2018—2019 mem-
bership year are now due for 

2018—2019. For those of you tht 
need to renew your membership 

you can find the renewal form 
on our website under  “Become 
a Member”  http://azape.org/  
If you have any questions con-

cerning your membership please 
contact Mary Alinen. 

Thank you all for your support. 

 

https://www.newarkadvocate.com/story/news/local/2018/08/01/kirkersville-chief-overdosed-drugs-allegedly-taken-evidence-room/881157002/
https://www.newarkadvocate.com/story/news/local/2018/08/01/kirkersville-chief-overdosed-drugs-allegedly-taken-evidence-room/881157002/
https://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/coroner-kirkersville-police-chief-died-from-fentanyl-overdose
https://www.newarkadvocate.com/story/news/local/2018/05/26/report-kirkersville-police-chief-has-died/647161002/
https://www.gofundme.com/James-Hughes-Police-Cheif.
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/local/2018/06/07/kirkersville-council-help-pay-late-chiefs-funeral-costs/680649002/
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EVIDENCE  MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS 
Experts in property/evidence room inspections and audits 

                                                           
Is this what your property/evidence room(s) looks like?                    Would you rather have your room(s) look like this?? 
 
Evidence Management Specialists performs independent, unbiased inspections/audits of your property/evidence room and will 
provide your Chief/Sheriff with a comprehensive report which may show that you are overworked (and possibly underpaid), 
understaffed and in need of equipment and supplies necessary to properly manage your property/evidence room.  It is im-
portant to note that most inspections and audits are not evaluations of personnel or their ability to perform their job duties, but 
rather an evaluation of the methods and processes in place for managing the property/evidence and an agency’s ability/
willingness to comply with accepted industry standards.  Often times, an outside audit of an agency’s property/evidence room 
is the mechanism needed to motivate command staff to make improvements to existing facilities, enhance security measures, 
and provide the tools and equipment necessary to allow staff to properly manage their property/evidence. 
 
An inspection of your property/evidence room includes digital pictures of all storage areas, documentation of the condition of 
the storage facility/facilities and security measures used to store/secure your property/evidence, and recommendations (if any 
are needed) to improve the facility and security measures in order to meet generally accepted property/evidence industry 
standards. 
 
An audit of your property/evidence room includes an evaluation of your methods for accepting, rejecting, storing, transferring 
and disposing of property/evidence as compared to your agencies written policies/procedures as well as complying with profes-
sional property/evidence industry standards for property/evidence management (International Association for Property and Evi-
dence [IAPE] and the Commission on Accreditation of Law Enforcement Agencies [CALEA]).   
 
Please contact Lane Darling with Evidence Management Specialists to discuss if an inspection and/or audit of your property/
evidence room is necessary and how to approach your chain of command about requesting an inspection and/or audit.  Lane 
can be contacted at 480-383-3946 or via e-mail at EMS.INAZ@YAHOO.COM . 

mailto:EMS.INAZ@YAHOO.COM
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwik-_OvwfzcAhXKz1QKHXEJAa8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Messy_storage_room_with_boxes.jpg&psig=AOvVaw3JJQzskJI3dZSxQ3x3O_N_&ust=1534884681768
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.spacesaver.com/markets/public-safety-storage/forensic-lab-equipment-crime-lab-storage/&psig=AOvVaw3JJQzskJI3dZSxQ3x3O_N_&ust=1534884681768404
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QueTel’s business is tracking and managing uniquely 

numbered items — serialized equipment, physical evi-
dence, digital files, documents, and people — for law 

enforcement business operations. Each poses separate 
challenges, but all share the need to permit author-

ized users to know where the unique item while se-
curely handling and storing the data or item itself.  

 

 
Evidence Management System 

Our paperless physical evidence management  

system that can simplify evidence tracking and save officer  

time from submission through approval for disposition. 
 

 
https://www.quetel.com/products/digital-evidence-management-system/ 

Volunteers for the Arizona Association for  
Property and Evidence. 

The Association is in need of more volunteers from its members to help 
contribute and learn the rolls that make up the Association. 

 
Training Committee Personnel– If anyone is interested in joining they can 

assist at the seminar to become familiar with the duties of putting on a 
seminar. Ideas are needed and the more help that is provided makes for a 

smooth operation. 
 

Remember that if you use a vendor see if they would like to become a cor-
porate sponsor. 

 
Your help is greatly appreciated as well as your time. Thank You 



LOCK & KEY     FALL EDITION   2018 

Page 7 

Case Filings for Superior Court and  
Five Year Trend - Fiscal Years 2013-2017  
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HB2371 AAPE Sponsored bill on unclaimed property: 
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?
Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107 
Department of Health Services comments on medical mari-
juana: 
http://www.azdhs.gov/prop203/ 
 
Find your state legislator, or what district you live in: 
www.azleg.gov   
And click on “How do I Find My Legislators”. 
 
Find Arizona Revised Statutes at : 
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp 
 
Find City Municipal Codes at : 
www.municode.com/library/clientlisting.aspx?stateid=3 
 
Find the Arizona Association for Property & Evidence at: 
http://208.106.133.174/ 
 
Find the International Association of Property &  
Evidence at: http://www.iape.org 
 
Find the Arizona State Retirement System at: 
www.azasrs.gov 
 
Find the Arizona Public Safety Retirement System at: 
http://www.psprs.com/ 
 
Arizona Emergency Information Network 
http://www.azein.gov/azein/default.aspx 
 
What else would you like to see here? E-mail me at  
landknews@gmail.com  Jason M. 

44-1453. Counterfeit Marks; violations; 
classification; presumption; seizure; forfei-
ture; remedies and definitions. 
H. After a disposition or final judgment, on 
the request of the intellectual property own-
er, a law enforcement officer shall release all 
seized items that bear a counterfeit mark to 
the intellectual property owner for destruc-
tion or disposition.  If the intellectual prop-
erty owner does not request the release of 
the seized items that bear a counterfeit mark, 
the law enforcement officer shall destroy the 
items unless the intellectual property owner 
consents to another form of disposition. 

DID YOU KNOW??? 
Question came up recently about 
what to do with Counterfeit prod-
ucts such as purses and wallets. 

http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107
http://www.azdhs.gov/prop203/
http://www.azleg.gov
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp
http://www.municode.com/library/clientlisting.aspx?stateid=3
http://208.106.133.174/
http://www.iape.org
http://www.azasrs.gov
http://www.psprs.com/
http://www.azein.gov/azein/default.aspx
mailto:azevidence@gmail.com
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Never trouble trouble til trouble troubles you. 

Patton On Leadership: 
#23 — GET OUT FROM BEHIND  
 
I want you to know that I do not judge the efficiency of an officer by the callus-
es on his butt. 
 
Patton had no patience with officers wedded to their swivel chairs. For him, a lead-
er was by definition active—personally involved in the front lines, personally moni-
toring the execution of orders, and taking every opportunity to make himself physi-
cally present to the members of his command. Management by remote control is 
doomed to fail.  
 
Based on the best-selling book by Alan Axelrod: Patton on  Leadership: Strategic 
Lessons For Corporate Warfare 

 

For those of you that are interest-
ed in an AAPE Shirt you can 

bring in your own polo-shirt and 
for a minimal fee of $7 to $8  an 
AAPE logo will be sewn on to 

your shirt. 
Your shirt will then be returned 
back to you at the upcoming two 
day conference in Prescott, AZ. 

Any questions or comments 
please contact Sandie Imberi 

AAPE Treasurer 
602-525-3685 

Rules of Thumb 

Think big on a small scale: A clear 

idea should fit on the back of a busi-

ness card.—Morris Cooper 

 

Plug and Play: An extension cord 

should be as thick as the cord you 

plug into it.—John Brink 

 

Acquire Bad Taste: Cheap beer is 

good beer, free beer is great beer.  

Dan O’Brien 



Get a Kit, Make a Plan, and Be Informed 

 

You can take steps now to help you prepare for an emergency and cope if a public health emergency, such as 
a natural disaster, act of terrorism, or disease outbreaks happens. We’ve provided step-by-step actions to help you 
prepare before an emergency to protect yourself and your loved ones. 

https://www.cdc.gov/phpr/areyouprepared/index.htm 
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A man was mistakenly released from jail — but his wife brought him back 
just two hours later 

 

An inmate mistakenly released from jail enjoyed a full two hours of freedom before his wife 

drove him back and made him turn himself in. 

Thirty-eight-year-old James Rynerson of Grand Junction, Colorado, was blessed with what 

he believed to be a stroke of good fortune late last month when an identity mix-up result-

ed in his being accidentally freed from Colorado’s Mesa County Jail. According to The 

Grand Junction Daily Sentinel, Rynerson was being held on a $2,000 cash bond while await-

ing prosecution on menacing, disorderly conduct and trespass charges. 

Rynerson had at one point briefly shared a cell with inmate Marvin March, who eventually 

moved back into his own cell. However jail records neglected to note this change, so when 

March was called for release, guards went into Rynerson’s cell to retrieve the only man 

within: James Rynerson. 

The guards only realized their mistake when March approached them later that day to ask 

what time they planned on releasing him...not that it mattered much. By that point, Ryner-

son’s wife had found him hiding in their apartment complex’s garage and was already 

marching him back to jail. 

According to Mesa County Sheriff’s Sergeant Henry Stoffel, prison staff had failed to check 

Rynerson’s wristband and picture when they let him go with March’s paperwork, debit card, 

and leather jacket.  Rynerson now faces a number of new charges, including escape, for-

gery, criminal impersonation and theft — all in exchange for a couple of lousy hours in a 

garage. Talk about a raw deal! 

https://www.cdc.gov/phpr/areyouprepared/index.htm
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/mixup-gives-jail-inmate-brief-taste-of-freedom/article_8cf1a170-7515-11e8-8eb9-10604b9f1ff4.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/mixup-gives-jail-inmate-brief-taste-of-freedom/article_8cf1a170-7515-11e8-8eb9-10604b9f1ff4.html
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Public Relations Committee: 
Chairman: Vacant 
Marketing Director: Vacant 
Newsletter Editor: Jason Michael 
El Mirage Police    623-500-3038 
landknews@gmail.com 
Web Monitor: Mary Alinen 
Sierra Vista Police (RETIRED) 
 
Good And Welfare Committee: 
Chairman: Connie Bush 
Phoenix Police   602-534-8701 / 
602-266-4173 
connie.bush@phoenix.gov 
cjohnsonbush@msn.com 
 
Legislative Committee: 
Chairman: Roy Casto 
Gilbert Police 480-635-7080 
roy.casto@ci.gilbert.az.us 
 
Members: 
Lane Darling 
Mesa Police (RETIRED)  
480-383-3946 
EMS.INAZ@yahoo.com 
 
Training Committee: 
Holly Beal 
Surprise Police 623-222-4315 
holly.beal@surpriseaz.gov 
Sarah Welch 
Surprise Police 623-222-4315 
sarah.welch@surpriseaz.gov 

PRESIDENT: 

Jason Michael 

El Mirage Police Department 

(623) 500-3038 

jmichael@elmirageaz.gov 

 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT: 

Cody Buller 

Arizona Department of Public Safety 

cbuller@azdps.gov 

 

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT: 

Mary Alinen 

Sierra Vista Police Department 

(RETIRED) 

Holly Beal 

Surprise Police Department  

holly.beal@surpriseaz.gov  

 

Sandie Imberi 

Phoenix Police Department 

(RETIRED) 

623-247-7180 or 602-525-3685 

skimberi@cox.net 

 

Roy Casto 

Gilbert Police Department 

(480) 635-7080 Fax (480) 635-7097  

roy.casto@ci.gilbert.az.us  

mailto:landknews@gmail.com
mailto:connie.bush@phoenix.gov
mailto:cjohnsonbush@msn.com
mailto:roy.casto@ci.gilbert.az.us
mailto:EMS.INAZ@yahoo.com
mailto:holly.beal@surpriseaz.gov
mailto:sarah.welch@surpriseaz.gov
mailto:mealinen@aol.com
mailto:roy.casto@ci.gilbert.az.us

