
President’s Message 
Happy Holiday Season everyone!  I hope 
you all had a great Thanksgiving and you 
survived Black Friday. 
Our next quarterly meeting is set for 
Wednesday, December 8th at 10:00 at the 
Peoria Police Department at 8351 W. 
Cinnabar Avenue. 
At this meeting we will open up nomina-
tions for the elections of the Board of Di-
rectors for the Association.  Nominations 
will be accepted up until 5:00 pm, Janu-
ary 31st, 2011 and can be sent to Debbie 
Campbell of Phoenix PD at  
Debbie.m.campbell@phoenix.gov .  
 Please confirm with the person that they 
are willing and able to serve in the office 
before you offer their name for nomina-
tion. 
A list of the nominees will be posted on 
the Association website by February 15th, 
2011 along with an absentee ballot.  You 

can either complete the absentee 
ballot and forward it to Sandie  
Imberi at P.O. Box 18313, Phoenix, 
AZ.  85005 or attend the March 9th, 
2011 meeting (tentatively scheduled 
to be held at the Scottsdale Police 
Department) and complete a ballot 
at the meeting.  Absentee ballots 
must be postmarked no later than 
March 4th, 2011 and received by 
Sandie by March 7th, 2011 to be 
counted in the election. 
Remember, only paid members may 
vote, so if you have not paid dues 
for this year you either need to for-
ward a check ($30) to Sandie Imberi 
at P.O. Box 18313, Phoenix, 
AZ.  85005 or bring one to the meet-
ing on March 9th, or your vote can-
not be counted. 
This is your opportunity to get in-
volved in the Association by running 
for an office.  To see what the duties 
of the Board Officers are, please go 
to www.azape.org and look at the 
By-Laws for a list of the duties for 
each office. 
I look forward to seeing as many of 
you as possible at the December 
meeting in Peoria! 
Take care and be safe!......Lane. 

PRES IDENT’S MESSAGE 

NEW RULES FOR DRUG DESTRUCTIONS 

 The company that provides 
the drug and weapon burn-
ing service for most of our 
members has put in place 

new rules that affect the way 

we dispose of contraband.  

 The first requires that all 
people on their property 
have a respirator on hand in 
case of emergency. I agree 
with this requirement as a 

safety issue. During one of 
our destructions, we were 

evacuated from the furnace 
area due to a hazardous 
material leak that was blow-
ing in our direction. The 

green cloud that was blowing 
in the wind was our first hint 
of a problem. We watched 
as their employees in haz-
mat suits evacuated the area 
of the leak and we were 
advised to leave the area we 

were in. We were given 2 
minutes to recover the con-
traband from the container. 

We later learned at least 
one of the company’s em-
ployees suffered chemical 

burns to their lungs.  

 They also no longer charge 
for the destruction of metal 
weapons such as firearms 

and knives. 

 Please contact Bob Redding-
ton or a board member for 

the name of the vendor and 
contact information or for 

further information. 
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 Proposition 203 legalizing 

medical marijuana was 

passed by Arizona voters 

by a narrow margin, mak-

ing us the 15th state al-

lowing patients to smoke 

marijuana for medical use. 

The Arizona Department 

of Health Services has 

until about March 1 to 

finalize the rules for im-

plementation. They ex-

pect to start reviewing 

dispensary and patient 

applications by April 

2011.  The new law al-

lows a maximum of 124 

non-profit marijuana dis-

pensaries, but if a patient 

lives more than 25 miles 

from a dispensary, they 

may grow up to 12 plants. 

If each outlet serves 25 

square miles (unlikely—

most will likely be in 

denser population cen-

ters); they will cover 3100 

of Arizona’s 113,909 

square miles. This is less 

than 3% of our state’s 

area. This means the resi-

dents of nearly 97% of 

our state’s area can legally 

grow marijuana, if their 

physician recommends 

their use of the drug.  

 While in California a few 

weeks ago, I picked up an 

ad from a doctor who 

recommends marijuana to 

treat over 250 conditions 

(mcsocal.com); including: 

Addiction, Alcohol abuse, 

Arthritis, Back sprain, 

Carpal tunnel syndrome, 

Color blindness, Chronic 

pain, Cough, Cocaine de-

pendence, Diabetes, Diar-

rhea, Forearm wrist or 

hand injury, Genital Her-

pes, Hepatitis, Hypoglyce-

mia, Hypertension, Hic-

coughs, Impotence, In-

somnia, Knee ankle or 

foot injury, Menopausal 

syndrome, Depression 

(single episode or recur-

ring), Muscle spasm, Mo-

tion sickness, Nightmares, 

Obesity, Premenstrual 

syndrome, Pain—non 

specific, Panic disorder, 

Post traumatic stress dis-

order, Psoriasis, Rosacea, 

Sedative dependence, 

Sleep apnea, Tobacco de-

pendence, Tension head-

ache, TMJ syndrome, 

Hepatitis and Writer’s 

cramp. The website also 

lists the medical codes for 

each condition eligible for 

treatment with a recom-

mendation of marijuana. 

 The U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration has not 

approved smoking mari-

juana for any medical use.  

 Since I am an American 

male, middle-aged and like 

many in that situation 

probably suffer from 

many of the above condi-

tions, such as obesity, 

hypertension (high blood 

pressure), insomnia, and 

occasionally hiccoughs, 

muscle spasms, night-

mares, diarrhea, and inju-

ries to my hand, knee or 

back; should I run out and 

get a doctor (for a fee) to 

write me a recommenda-

tion (they are not pre-

scriptions)? If I am ad-

dicted to various other 

drugs, alcohol or tobacco 

should I add another to 

my list of problems? 

dentally left the box con-

taining nearly an ounce of 

methamphetamine on the 

bumper after a canine 

training exercise before 

Halloween.   

 The deputy drove off 

with drugs left on the 

bumper.  

 Officials in Wyoming 

want people to be on the 

lookout for a black box 

with white lettering that 

says “METH”, after a dep-

uty lost a stash used to 

train police dogs. 

 A Teton County sheriff’s 

Sgt. says the deputy acci-

 The Jackson Hole News & 

Guide reported that offi-

cers haven’t been able to 

find the box. 

 Reported by The Arizona 

Republic Friday November 

5, 2010. 

MEDICAL MARI JAUNA PASSES BY SL IM MARGIN 

JACKSON, WYO. POL ICE LOSE BOX OF K9 TRAI N ING METH 
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 This issue’s  

tee-hees! 
 

 
 Maybe they call them cell 

phones because we’re im-

prisoned by them. 

 
 

 If the Supreme Court isn’t 

conservative, why do they 
keep wearing those same 

boring black robes all the 

time? 

Lord, let us be grate-

ful for the countless 

contributions others 

have made to help en-

rich our lives. Thank 

You for helping us 

meet life’s uncertain-

ties with courage. 

Amen 

DPS mandatory 

furlough days 

are 11/26/10 

and 12/23/10. 
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Editor’s Ramblings 
  Wow! Has another year almost passed already? It 

seems like just a few weeks ago it was almost 100 

degrees out. Oh, yeah, it was  high 90’s to over 100 

just a few weeks ago.  

 There won’t be a Vendor’s Spotlight or the article 

on a cold case that was suggested by one of our 

members in this issue. I am sorry about this. Life’s 

been throwing a lot of issues my way. My wife was 

diagnosed with a health issue that caused us some 

concern and a lot of time at doctor’s offices and 

hospitals for tests. A friend of over 30 years has 

been fighting cancer and finally lost the battle. Not 

only have I chosen to spend time at the hospital 

before he passed, and with his family after; I have 

spent many hours contemplating my own mortality. 

He was several years younger and this caused me 

to think about my own health and some of the 

choices I have made in the past. Between this, 

work (I know; I shouldn’t be using that 4-letter 

word) and my math (another 4-letter word) class, 

time has been at a premium. 

 Enough of the excuses, I hope you enjoy this new-

est version of the Lock & Key.    

 I also hope you all voted in the general election 

November 2. As you know, the AAPE elections 

will be held at the March meeting. Nominations 

will be accepted at the December meeting on De-

cember 8, 2010 at the Peoria Police Department 

located at 8351 W. Cinnabar Ave. The meeting 

starts at 10 AM. See you there.        Bob 

December 8, 2010 Quarterly Meeting UPDATE  

 The quarterly meeting will be held on December 8, 

2010 @ 10:00AM at the Peoria Police Department, 

8351 W. Cinnabar Avenue. Training on drugs and 

narcotics collection will be given by Jim Hopson of 

Peoria PD.  Refreshments will be provided.  

 

 Nominations for board positions will open at the De-

cember meeting and be accepted until Jan. 31, 2011. 

 Nominations can be emailed to Debbie Campbell, 

debbie.m.campbell@phoenix.gov or Jeanette Thude, 

jeanette.thude@phoenix.gov.  

 "There must be cases that go undetected," Saks, the ASU professor, 
said. "DNA has the potential only to detect a minority of them." 

 

Prospects for change 
 As Congress continues to mull over the findings of the academy report 
and experts push for the creation of a national watchdog agency, Ari-
zona lawyers and researchers see room for local leaders to make im-
provements. 
 At the state Capitol, lawmakers arguably took a step toward the report's 
recommendations last session when they passed Senate Bill 1189, which 
places stricter standards on forensic experts who testify in court. 

 The standard says courts can determine whether expert testimony is 
admissible based on whether it's peer reviewed, tested and generally 
accepted in the scientific community. 
 State Rep. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Phoenix, amended the final bill. Sinema, 
a Phoenix defense attorney, said requiring forensic scientists to demon-
strate the reliability of certain techniques could lead to other reforms and 
further research. 
 "Science has gone far, far ahead of our system, and our rules really 

need to catch up," Sinema said. 
Still, others say the heavy criticism of crime labs is unfounded, espe-
cially in Arizona. 
 "If you look across the country, it's a very small percentage" of mis-
takes, said Griffith, director of the DPS labs. "It's just odd how this thing 
has developed around forensic science." 

(Continued from page 7) 

Phoenix P.D.’s NIBIN Squad is accepting ammunition for 

test firing. Check out their webpage at  

http://www.phoenix.gov/police/gun_enforcement.html 
 On this webpage, there are supposed to be some helpful links, 

as well as a video at the bottom of the page. 

 Sgt. Huntley e-mailed me this on what they will take: 

“As far as the ammunition, we will take any caliber (no paint-

ball, BB's, pellet gun stuff, etc.), including rifle and shotgun 

rounds. We prefer boxed ammunition, but will take loose 

rounds as long as they are not re-load and appear to be in good 

condition.  If in doubt, go ahead and bring it - we're very used 

to going through thousands of rounds to sort and make sure it's 

safe (from our 1/4'ly destruction processes). 

 We use lots of 9MM, .380, 9MM, 7.62, .40, .45....all of the 
most common stuff.” 

 Let me know if you are bringing any ammo to the next meeting 

and I will make contact to arrange for pickup.   Bob 

  My question is: If I go to the dispensary to 
pick up an ill relative’s marijuana supply 

under the new medical marijuana law, can I 
be arrested for possession since the recom-

mendation is not in my name? 

mailto:debbie.m.campbell@phoenix.gov
mailto:jeanette.thude@phoenix.gov
First%20-%20for%20additional%20information%20about%20our%20Gun%20Enforcement%20&%20NIBIN%20Squad,%20check%20out%20our%20wepbage%20at%20http:/www.phoenix.gov/police/gun_enforcement.html
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Seminar Coin Front       Seminar Coin Back 

The 2010 Seminar coins are bright copper and the back 

 is the Yavapai County Courthouse.  

The front is the same as the Association Coin. 

A s s o c i a t i o n  c o i n s  -  $ 1 0 . 0 0   

2 0 10 S emina r  co ins  -  $1 0. 00   

E a s el s  &  C a s es  -  $ 1 . 0 0  ea c h   

S e e  B o b  f o r  p u r c h a s e  

Association polo shirts are available. Please 

see Nancy, Mary, or any board member for 

prices, sizes, colors and an order form. 

 

Association Coin  

Back  

(front is same as the 

Seminar coin, but an-
tique copper instead of 

bright copper)  
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 Arizona crime labs need reform, experts say 
Certifications, techniques are called into question 

by Dustin Gardiner - Nov. 19, 2010 12:00 AM 

The Arizona Republic 

 
 Even though techniques for analyzing crime-scene evidence have 
grown more sophisticated every decade, oversight and standards for the 
labs that perform forensic testing in Arizona and across the country have 
not, experts say. 
Many labs continue to rely on older crime-solving tools, such as blood-

splatter analysis, that critics say are antiquated and border on pseudo-
science. And, labs often employ workers who lack high-level certifica-
tion. 
Scientists and forensics organizations warn that the proficiency gap can 
compromise the integrity of an investigation and could lead to innocent 
people being jailed or criminals eluding prosecution. 
 Cases involving convictions that were overturned through DNA testing, 
as well as scandals involving evidence mishandling at several large labs 

in other states, have led to an Arizona and national debate about the 
accuracy and reliability of crime-lab work. 
 The debate intensified last year after the National Academy of Sciences 
released a congressionally mandated study uncovering what it termed 
widespread flaws in the nation's crime labs. 
 The committee, comprised mainly of academics and attorneys, said in 
its report that safeguards are needed to ensure that lab workers are prop-
erly trained, certified and allowed to work independently of law enforce-

ment. 
Meeting the new standards, Arizona attorneys and judges say, would 
take a considerable investment from state lawmakers or federal action. 
Even then, some are opposed to any widespread reform. 
Lab directors and law-enforcement officials in Arizona largely dismiss 
the academy's report, saying critics depend on isolated cases of lab-
worker error to discredit police and aid defense attorneys. 

 

Science and application 
 For many, disagreements over the reliability of crime-lab work show a 
larger cultural gap in the way academics and law-enforcement personnel 
value scientific research. 
 Until the late 1980s, forensics depended on older techniques developed 
largely by police and lab workers, including such now-discredited tech-
niques as hair-sample comparisons and bite marks. 
 Then DNA testing came along, bringing greater precision and reliabil-
ity. Unlike other forensic techniques, DNA testing was developed 

largely by university researchers. 
 That difference in how most forensic methods emerged is at the core of 
much of the criticism in the academy's report: Top scientists believe 
crime-lab work is often not based on sound, proven science. 
 Meanwhile, almost every crime-lab director in Arizona sees the report 
as representing the views of stuffy, removed academics. 
 "It's kind of like having a group of people who don't understand what 
you do getting together and telling you what you should do," said Susan 

Shankles, superintendent of the Tucson Police Department's crime lab. 
"We don't really feel like it applies to us that much." 
 Todd Griffith, superintendent of the state Department of Public Safety's 
crime labs, suggests some of the academy committee members have an 
interest in discrediting forensics, saying that they "are the people who 
get paid by defense attorneys to go to court and try to raise these issues." 
 Defense attorneys argue the proficiency gap is a matter of training. 
Because crime-lab workers usually come up through police departments, 

they tend to prioritize securing convictions rather than using the scien-
tific method, the critics say. 
 "Scientists and forensic scientists don't really occupy the same intellec-

tual world," said Michael Saks, a criminal-law professor at Arizona 
State University who testified before the academy committee. "The 
culture of science is not alive and well in crime laboratories." 

 

Situation in Arizona 
 Although most labs in Arizona are accredited, they do not work inde-
pendently of police agencies. Additionally, lab workers do not have to 
be certified. Independence and certification would ensure that the qual-
ity of work is consistent and free of bias, according to the academy. 
 The academy committee warned that labs should be independent from 
or autonomous within law-enforcement agencies in order to prevent 
biases from creeping into lab work. All of Arizona's labs are a unit or 

department within a law-enforcement agency. 
 Certification by a peer-review board is also necessary to test workers 
who analyze blood, fingerprints, skin cells, bullets and other evidence 
that could be presented in court, the academy report says. 
 The tests should be similar to the evaluations doctors or lawyers go 
through before they can practice, said Jay Siegel, a professor at Indiana 
University-Purdue University Indianapolis and author of the study. 
 But most Arizona lab directors dispute that there is a need for independ-

ence from police agencies or worker certification. 
 Lab officials say they're mostly independent within their agencies and 
insist a total separation would hamper investigations. They say forensic 
scientists and police must have a dialogue to know what they're both 
looking for. 
 "If you don't, you're going to have a lot of meaningless information, a 
lot of meaningless tests," DPS' Griffith said. "It's wasting everybody's 
time." 

 He said individual certification is an unnecessary bureaucratic require-
ment because lab accreditation already requires proficiency testing for 
workers. 
 Almost all of the state's labs are accredited through the American Soci-
ety of Crime Lab Directors for the types of testing they perform, except 
for the Chandler Police Department's lab, which is seeking the designa-
tion, officials said. Accreditation is intended to ensure lab operations are 
adequate and maintain a consistent level of quality. 

 

National scandals 
 Members of the academy committee point to several high-profile lab 
scandals they say might have been prevented with better oversight and 
standards. Several notable cases: 
- Houston Police Department - Agency temporarily closed its DNA unit 
in 2002 after an audit found numerous problems, including untrained lab 
staff and analysts who falsified test records. At least four people were 
wrongly convicted based on lab errors, including one man who spent 17 

years in prison for a rape he did not commit. 
- Detroit Police Department - The Detroit mayor and police chief shut 
down the crime lab in 2008 after an audit found errors in about 10 per-
cent of 200 random cases involving firearm evidence. The false findings 
were tied to workers who were not given competency tests. Michigan 
State Police are now performing the department's lab work. 
 In Arizona, there have been several cases in which the courts deter-
mined faulty forensic analysis led to wrongful convictions. 

 Most recently, Ray Krone, a Phoenix postal worker with no criminal 
record, was released in 2002 after spending almost three years on death 
row for the 1991 rape-murder of a barmaid. He had twice been con-
victed of the crime. 
DNA evidence matched another man to the woman's murder. Krone had 
been convicted based largely on the testimony of a supposed bite-mark 
expert who said his snarled teeth matched marks on the victim's body. 

 Critics fear that most errors simply aren't noticed in the courts. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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ARIZONA ASSOCIATION 

FOR PROPERTY AND EVIDENCE 

Please complete the information below to request advertisement in the quarterly newsletter or on the Web 
site of the Arizona Association for Property and Evidence.  You will be contacted by the web master or 
news editor once your money has been received to discuss your advertisement. Please Attach a 
copy of the advertisement you want inserted with this request. 
 
PLEASE TYPE OR CLEARLY PRINT ALL INFORMATION. 

 
COMPANY NAME  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONTACT NAME  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TYPE OF BUSINESS ____________________________________________________________________ 
    
BUSINESS ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________  

(Please include zip-code)              
 

TELEPHONE ________________________ FAX _______________________________________ 

 
E-MAIL ADDRESS _________________________________  
 

 

AD SIZE AND FEE STRUCTURE FOR NEWSLETTER:  

   
Business card size                      $5.00 Quarterly                $15.00 Annually  

   
Eight of a page                          $10.00 Quarterly                $25.00 Annually  

   
Fourth of a page                        $20.00 Quarterly                $50.00 Annually  

   
Half a page                                $30.00 Quarterly                $80.00 Annually  

   
Full page                                   $50.00 Quarterly              $150.00 Annually  

    
 

 

Web site advertisement fee:                                               $175.00 annually 
 
Please make remittance payable to the ARIZONA ASSOCIATION FOR PROPERTY & EVIDENCE and 
forward to A.A.P.E., PO Box 18313, Phoenix, AZ., 85005.  A receipt will be forwarded upon request. 

 

 ADVERTISEMENT INSERTION REQUEST 



 

From actual court records: 

Attorney: Are you qualified to give a urine sample? 

Witness: Huh? … Are you qualified to ask that question?  

 

The law in cinema: 

 A lawyer with a briefcase can steal more than a hundred men 

with guns. 

  Don Corleone, The Godfather 

Advertising rates for the Lock & Key 

 

 Please the flyer on the previous page for current rates. 

 

 Call any AAPE board member to reserve your adver-
tisement in the next edition of the newsletter. 

 

 The deadline is the 1st day of  

January, April, July and October. 

COMMITTEES 

TRAINING COMMITTEE: 
Chairman: Sandie Imberi 

Phoenix Police  

Members: Mary Alinen 

Sierra Vista Police 

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE: 
Chairman: Vacant 
Members: Nancy McKay-Hills 
Tucson Police 
Marketing Director: Vacant 
Newsletter Editor: Bob Reddington 
Avondale Police   623-333-7232  
azevidence@gmail.com  

Web Monitor: Mary Alinen, Sierra Vista Police 

GOOD AND WELFARE COMMITTEE: 
Chairman: Carlene Kron 
Oro Valley Police Department 
(520) 229-4931 fax (520) 
229-4929 ckron@ovpd.org  
 
Members: Deborah Lopez 
Pinal Sheriff’s Office 

RESPONSE TEAM COMMITTEE: 
Chairman: Linda Conley 

Quartzsite Police  

Members: Lane Darling 

Mesa Police 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE: 

Chairman:  

Nancy McKay-Hills  Tucson Police   

Members:  

Lane Darling  Mesa Police 
Deborah Lopez Pinal Cty. Sheriff’s Office 
Roy Casto  Gilbert Police 
Bob Reddington  Avondale Police 
Jesse Joy  Eloy Police 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT: 
Lane Darling 
Mesa Police Department 
(480) 644-2826 Fax (480) 644-4086  
lane.darling@mesaaz.gov  

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Roy Casto 
Gilbert Police Department 
(480) 635-7080 Fax (480) 635-7097  
roy.casto.ci.gilbert.az.us  

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Nancy McKay-Hills 
Tucson Police Department 
(520) 837-7361 Fax (520) 791-5158  
Nancy.McKay-Hills@tucsonaz.gov  

SECRETARY: 
Deborah Shaw 
Peoria Police Department 
(623)773-7006 (623)773-8092  
deborahs@peoriaaz.gov  

TREASURER: 
Sandie Imberi 
Phoenix Police Department 
(602) 534-8700 Fax (602) 534-8865  
sandie.imberi@phoenix.gov  

SERGEANT AT ARMS: 
Deborah Lopez 
Pinal County Sheriff’s Department  

(520) 866-5132 Fax (520) 866-5254  

deborah.lopez@pinalcountyaz.gov  
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