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Hello all, 
 
I am willing to bet most of us are familiar with the rioting back east by people 
protesting the shooting of criminal suspects, but are you familiar with issues 
that are causing problems in crime labs and evidence rooms? Washington 
DC’s $220 million, state of the art crime lab is no longer testing DNA sam-
ples and has fired two of the top managers and accepted the resignation of its 
director due to personnel not following proper protocols (http://
www.forensicmag.com/articles/2015/05/final-lament-dcs-220-million-crime-
lab?et_cid=4557550&et_rid=454865014&location=top). New Orleans PD is 
starting to replace its crime lab and evidence storage almost ten years after 
Hurricane Katrina devastated them (http://www.forensicmag.com/
news/2015/05/decade-after-katrina-new-orleans-eyes-new-dna-crime-lab-0?
et_cid=4564381&et_rid=454865014&location=top). 
Researchers at the National Institute of Standards and Technology have re-
covered drug residue in fingerprints and are working to identify drug metabo-
lites from fingerprints (http://www.forensicmag.com/articles/2015/05/drugs-
found-fingerprints-using-imaging-mass-spectrometry?
et_cid=4564381&et_rid=454865014&location=top). This research is pretty 
exciting. 
Of the 324 bills forwarded to the Secretary of State for the Governor’s signa-
ture, I think these are the two that might concern us. 
SB 1300 establishes a committee to study law enforcement body cameras and 
SB1373 which “requires DPS to provide the case information it receives from 
the Supreme Court associated with the types of cases listed below to a law 
enforcement agency for the purpose of enforcing a court order, assisting in an 
investigation, or returning property: 
a.       persons found to be incompetent or subsequently competent or guilty 
except insane; 
b.      orders for mental health treatment; and 
c.       orders relating to mental incapacity.” 
SB1373 should help us determine if someone is a prohibited possessor per 
ARS 13-3101-7(a). 
We have hit our first 100 degree day, but the weather is still very nice. By 
June, it will probably be in triple digits every day. One way to escape the heat 
is to come to the annual seminar in Prescott on June 4-5. I hope to see you 
there. 
This will be my last column as AAPE President, so I would like to thank you 
for allowing me to serve in this office for the past two years. I would also like 
to ask you to continue to assist your board in looking after our interests in this 
great state. 
Thanks for your support, 

Bob 
 
 

President’s Message 
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The Summer Seminar Meeting 
will be held at: 

 

Prescott Resort  & 
 Conference Center 

 

Thursday & Friday 
June 4th & 5th, 2015 

 
1500 East Highway 69 

Prescott, Arizona 
86302 

IN OTHER NEWS…. 
Worst Crime Scene Ever 

Disorganized evidence room at Flint Police 
Department astounds authors of public 
safety report 
By Molly Young | myoung7@mlive.com  
on January 24, 2015 at 5:15 AM, updated April 02, 2015 at 4:39 
PM  
 
FLINT, MI -- Bags of evidence not properly secured and sitting 
on the floor, guns improperly tagged and tossed into a shopping 
cart and decades-old pieces of evidence collecting dust. 
That's the state of the evidence room in the Flint Police Depart-
ment, which "poses a significant ongoing liability threat to the 
city, the department and its employees," according to an 82-page 
report assessing the efficiency and adequacy of the department. 
According to the report, created by the Center for Public Safety 
Management in Washington, D.C., after a yearlong investigation, 
the department has not been audited in several years, has not 
discarded unneeded evidence in several years, cannot accurately 
account for all property and cannot accurately say exactly where 
evidence is stored, which is not in line with "best practices in 
American policing." 
Flint emergency manager Gerald Ambrose issued a statement 
saying the report will be used to guide city decisions: "Both the 
police and fire departments are evaluating these recommenda-
tions and will use these as guidelines for the development of up-
coming revisions to the City's Strategic Plan. We still have se-
vere limitations on the available revenue for public safety ser-
vices. These studies provide recommendations on changes the 
departments can use to operate within those budget limits." 
Former emergency manger Darnell Earley commissioned the 
report a year ago. 
Here is an excerpt from the report: 
"Upon physical inspection, the consultants were astounded by 
the sheer volume of property and evidence that is currently in the 
department's possession. One member of the department estimat-
ed that the number of items in the department's possession is 
'well north of 300,000, perhaps 500,000.' It goes without saying 
that this is an unnecessarily high number. One member of the 
department stated that some items, such as evidence from old 
homicides, 'go back fifty years.' The biological evidence room 
was found to be quite large and apparently filled almost to capac-
ity. We were advised that the room contained many items 'that 
should be destroyed.'" 
Those factors have led to a build-up of evidence, including a 
"remarkable number" of handguns - about 10,000 - that need to 
be sorted piece by piece and reorganized so that evidence is not 
lost, stolen or degraded, according to the report. 
While Genesee County Prosecutor David Leyton said he believes 
many urban areas with high crime rates have the same problems 
storing evidence, it does make the search for the truth more diffi-
cult. 
"My job is not to convict. It is to find justice. When any evidence 
disappears, it hurts the search for justice," Leyton said. "I'm cer-
tain the Flint Police Department would love to go over there and 
bring it up to 2015 standards, but it takes resources, and with this 
economic climate, it's not easy." 
The report - which offered 16 major suggestions for 
change within the department that city officials say the depart-
ment will seriously consider while developing their strategic 



Page 3 

LOCK & KEY  SUMMER EDITION   2015  

plans - recognizes that the task of 
sorting through and organizing the 
evidence room is a virtually insur-
mountable task that requires thou-
sands of hours of manpower that the 
city can't afford. 
The report says the task would be so 
time-consuming that a commercial 
property and evidence management 
firm apparently declined to perform 
an on-site audit or provide advice for 
the department when asked, saying it 
would take many years to perform a 
proper audit of 300,000 items. 
In any case, the report says, it needs 
to be reorganized and properly se-
cured, and soon. 
Flint Police Chief James Tolbert says 
the department has already begun 
working in the evidence room. "We 
have in fact been working on the evi-
dence room for about eight or nine 
months now, trying to clear space, 
trying to match up evidence to cases. 
We've been doing that for quite some 
time." 
He said a full audit of the room may 
not have been done for 10 years or 
longer. "From what I'm hearing, there 
hasn't been a full property room audit 
in two or three decades, if not longer," 
he said. 
Thomas Deasy, commander of the 
Michigan State Police Flint post, said 
having 300,000 to 500,000 pieces of 
evidence, like the report claims the 
Flint Police Department has, would be 
"unusual," and not having close con-
trol of who is entering the evidence 
room could be detrimental in court. 
"When we've charged somebody with 
a crime, they have a right -- and so 
does the judge and jury and prosecu-
tor - to know that the evidence is just 
as we collected it. If we keep track of 
who has touched it, we can have those 
people come to court and say, 'Here's 
what I did with it, and it hasn't 
changed,'" Deasy said. 
"The other concern is we want to 
know what we have, just for account-
ability purposes," he said. "We don't 
want anything getting lost. We don't 

want anything getting stolen. And if 
we don't know who's coming and go-
ing and touching it, we can't prevent 
those things." 
The report states that individual lock-
ers within the evidence room are 
properly secured with locks, and keys 
to the locks are properly secured, but 
"large bags of items were observed on 
the basement floor, outside of the 
property cages." 
Anyone with access to a master key 
would have access to those bags, the 
report says. The report didn't say what 
was in the bags. 
The report claims that the department 
cannot accurately say what evidence 
is in its possession or exactly where 
particular items are located, since 
items are not organized chronologi-
cally, and not every item is "bagged 
and tagged" and entered into the elec-
tronic property system using today's 
procedure, leaving some items unac-
counted for. 
Leyton said the evidence room has 
been an ongoing problem for years, 
and has caused some problems during 
cases when evidence couldn't be lo-
cated in a timely matter, or some-
times, not at all. 
"My experience, and my trial lawyers' 
experience with the evidence room is 
that it has not been a major problem 
for us - we've made it work," he said. 
"There have been instances, though, 
where evidence has either been mis-
placed or lost. But, my people make 
do, and do the best with what we 
have." 
Flint defense attorney Frank Manley 
said loss of evidence isn't damaging 
just at the trial stage, but also during 
appeals stages, as testing of old evi-
dence with new technology can exon-
erate defendants and those wrongfully 
convicted of crimes. 
"Most people cleared over the years 
for criminal sexual conduct, rape or 
murder charges have been cleared 
through development of DNA tech-
nology. Once that technology was 
available, people had to go back and 

test evidence, especially where de-
fendants were given lengthy sentenc-
es," Manley said. "If evidence would 
have been lost or stolen, many inno-
cent people would be in prison for a 
crime they did not commit." 
The report, while recognizing the eco-
nomic challenges the department fac-
es, suggests immediately forming a 
committee of people of various ranks 
within the department. It should in-
clude Tolbert, a professional stand-
ards officer, one or more property 
managers or supervisors from other 
police departments within the state 
and a representative from the city at-
torney's office, the report recommend-
ed. 
The committee should refer to 
the International Association for 
Property and Evidence standards and 
practices to determine best practices 
for sorting through the evidence and 
keeping up the organization of the 
room in the future. 
Those guidelines suggest that an an-
nual inventory is critical, and evi-
dence should be stored in a way that 
allows police to find things quickly 
and that prevents cross-
contamination. 
-- Flint Journal Reporter Amanda 
Emery contributed to this report. 
 
 

http://www.iape.org/certStandards.html
http://www.iape.org/certStandards.html
http://www.iape.org/certStandards.html
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The Prescott Daily Courier,  
dcourier.com 

Prescott 

Valley, AZ 

 
PRESCOTT 

VALLEY — A 

former 

Prescott 

Valley Police 

Com

mander who 

was ac

cused of 

taking nar

cotics dis

carded by 

the public 

as part of the “Dump the Drugs” 

program has been charged by the 

Mohave County Attorney’s Office, 

although it is unclear what the 

charges may be. 

 

An investigation by the Yavapai 

County Sheriff’s Office alleged that 

Prescott Valley Police Commander 

Arthur Askew admitted he took the 

drugs from the department’s evi

dence vault. 

 

Askew, a 20-year veteran of the 

PVPD, resigned January 2, after be

ing told he was being investigated in 

connection with the drug thefts and 

placed on administrative leave. 

Police Chief Bryan Jarrell placed a 

motion activated still camera and a 

hidden video camera in the drug 

vault, after he became suspicious of 

Askew’s behavior. 

 

The cameras captured video on De

cember 30 and 31 that appeared to 

show him taking pills and placing 

them in a blue grocery bag and in 

his pocket. 

 

The case was turned over to the Mo

have County Attorney’s Office for a 

decision on charges, and County At

torney Matt Smith said on Friday, 

March 27, “Charges have been filed, 

although I don’t know the details. I 

believe the case is going to be re

solved in the near future.” 

 

Smith deferred to Deputy County 

Attorney Jace Zack, who, he said, 

would be out of the office for a 

few days. 

 

Jarrell also said he knew little about 

the case. “I know they reached a 

charging decision, but not positive 

what it was,” he said. “I believe it 

involved an arrangement that is 

made to everyone such as treat

ment and, upon successful comple

tion, a reduced charge.” 

 
A man who allegedly asked permission to rob a house 

was taken into custody. 
According to an arrest affidavit, Danny Acosta stole a 
microwave, but before he did that, he lifted his shirt, 

showing a black semi-automatic handgun to a subcon-
tractor, and asked, "Can I rob the house?"  

 

“Flakka” The New Synthetic Drug 
 

“Flakka” or also known as “Gravel” is the new drug being seen out on the market. It 
has an alpha-PVP ingredient similar to that of “Bath Salts”. 
Ohio, Texas, and Florida are seeing a rise in the use of this new drug. A lot like 
“Speed” but more powerful than Bath Salts this is a cheap drug and can be found for 
around $5.  
It’s a desirable drug due to it’s sustained high which can last for several days. The 
effects to the body however can do some serious damage. The body can reach high 
temps, up to 106 degrees, kidney damage or even failure, and severe psychological 

effects, anxiety, paranoia, delusions, extreme violence, hallucinations, and increased strength. The drug can be taken by inject-
ing, inhaling, under tongue, or by “Snacking” where the item is mixed with various other items and eaten. 
Something new for use to keep in mind when we handle drugs that come our way. Be sure to wear proper PPE and take time to 
ensure your safety and those around you.  
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HB2371 AAPE Sponsored bill on unclaimed property: 
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?
Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107 
Department of Health Services comments on medical 
marijuana: 
http://www.azdhs.gov/prop203/ 
 
Find your state legislator, or what district you live in: 
www.azleg.gov   
And click on “How do I Find My Legislators”. 
 
Find Arizona Revised Statutes at : 
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp 
 
Find City Municipal Codes at : 
www.municode.com/library/clientlisting.aspx?stateid=3 
 
Find the Arizona Association for Property & Evidence 
at: http://208.106.133.174/ 
 
Find the International Association of Property &  
Evidence at: http://www.iape.org 
 
Find the Arizona State Retirement System at: 
www.azasrs.gov 
 
Find the Arizona Public Safety Retirement System at: 
http://www.psprs.com/ 
 
Arizona Emergency Information Network 
http://www.azein.gov/azein/default.aspx 
 
What else would you like to see here? E-mail me at land-
knews@gmail.com  Jason M. 

 Cake Cookie Pies 
 

Makes/Yield: 12 servings 
 
Quicker than rice krispie 
treats and tastier than 
Reese’s. 
 
 

Ingredients: 
3 cups Corn Flakes; Crushed 
1 cup Crunchy Peanut Butter 
1/2 cup Granulated Sugar 
1/2 cup White Corn Syrup 
6oz Chocolate Chips 
 
Preparation: 
Heat peanut butter, sugar and corn syrup over low 
heat to melt. Stir in cereal. 
 
Pat into a 8x8 lightly greased pan. (you can also line 
the pan with foil and then lightly spray it. When it is 
time to cut them, the foil lifts right out). 
 
Melt chocolate chips over low heat or in the micro-
wave and spread over top. Cool until firm. 
 
 

Peanut Butter Chews 
 
Makes/Yield: 12 Servings 
 
Easy and Delicious!!! 
You can use regular or 
chunky peanut butter… 
 
 
 

Ingredients: 
1/2 cup peanut butter 
1/2 cup light corn syrup 
1/2 cup white sugar 
3 cups cornflakes cereal 
 
Preparation: 
In a heavy saucepan over medium heat, mix together 
the peanut butter, corn syrup and sugar. Bring to a 
boil, remove from heat. 
 
Add cereal, mix well and mold into small balls. 
 

Enjoy…. 

http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2371&Session_Id=107
http://www.azdhs.gov/prop203/
http://www.azleg.gov
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp
http://www.azleg.state.az.us/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp
http://www.municode.com/library/clientlisting.aspx?stateid=3
http://208.106.133.174/
http://www.iape.org
http://www.azasrs.gov
http://www.psprs.com/
http://www.azein.gov/azein/default.aspx
mailto:azevidence@gmail.com


Illinois State Police 
raid St. Louis area 
police dept. over 
missing gun and 
drugs from evidence 
room  
THU MAR 26, 2015  
 

 By Jen Hayden 

A Brooklyn, Illinois police de
partment is in hot water after 

one of their detectives was fea
tured posing with evi
dence, evidence that is still 
missing: 
 

Allegations against the Brooklyn 

Police Department include mis

handling of evidence. Former 

detective Chris Heatherly is ac

cused of taking an AR-15 rifle 

out of an evidence locker and 

keeping it in the trunk of his car. 

Heatherly is also accused of pos

ing for a picture with the rifle in 

hand. The photo was used in a 

police department calendar. 

In a letter, St. Clair County's 
State's Attorney said the action 
is flagrant violation of police pro
tocol and said it breached the 
integrity of the evidence in the 
case.  The prosecutor also said 
he would not prosecute any 
more cases where Heatherly is 
relied on as a witness, and add
ed the ammunition and suspect
ed drugs that were seized in 
connection to the investigation 
involving the AR-15 have not 
been found. 
Ammo and drugs are also miss

ing. 

No word on when Detective 

Heatherly left the police depart

ment, but the Illinois State's At

torney's office claims Detective 

Heatherly bascaly helped himself 

to the AR-15: 

- He kept this rifle in the trunk 

of his squad car in a case he had 

purchased for it. 

- He attached his own sling to 
this assault rifle. 

- While on duty he posed for a 

picture while holding this rifle, 
and the picture was used in a 
department calendar. 
Furthermore, St. Clair County 
State’s Attorney Brendan Kelly 
had this to say: 
 

“While it appears, from the evi

dence available to my office at 

this time, Mr. Heatherly had no 

criminal or malicious intent, I 

am struck by the fact that he is 

a veteran police officer who 

knew or should have known that 

his actions breached the integri

ty of the evidence in a criminal 

case. Mr. Heatherly’s choice to 

remove a rifle from evidence on 

a pending case constitutes a fla

grant violation of fundamental 

police protocol and thus creates 

an irreparable credibility deficit,” 

Kelly wrote. 
You can read the full text of the 
letter at the Riverfront 
Times and see a video report 
fromKMOV-TV in St. Louis. 
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http://www.kmov.com/story/28613304/law-enforcement-raiding-brooklyn-police-department
http://www.kmov.com/story/28613304/law-enforcement-raiding-brooklyn-police-department
http://blogs.riverfronttimes.com/dailyrft/2015/03/brooklyn_il_detective_borrowed_ar-15_rifle_from_evidence_locker_states_attorney.php
http://blogs.riverfronttimes.com/dailyrft/2015/03/brooklyn_il_detective_borrowed_ar-15_rifle_from_evidence_locker_states_attorney.php
http://blogs.riverfronttimes.com/dailyrft/2015/03/brooklyn_il_detective_borrowed_ar-15_rifle_from_evidence_locker_states_attorney.php
http://blogs.riverfronttimes.com/dailyrft/2015/03/brooklyn_il_detective_borrowed_ar-15_rifle_from_evidence_locker_states_attorney.php
http://www.kmov.com/story/28613304/law-enforcement-raiding-brooklyn-police-department
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Every job is a self-portrait of the  
Person who did it. Autograph 

Your work with excellence. 

Patton On Leadership: 
#48. Provide Creative Space— 
 Never  tell people how to do things. Tell them what to do and they will surpr ise you with 
their ingenuity. 
 
This gives the lie to those who criticize Patton as a micro-manager. Patton believed in staying on top of 
a situation. He believed in gathering as much firsthand information as possible. He believed in monitor-
ing the progress of orders, to ensure that they are carried out fully and successfully. But he also be-
lieved in exploiting, encouraging, and rewarding individual initiative. Patton saw leadership as mostly 
training and motivation. The object of leadership is to create people who know their jobs and who can 
reliably supply the HOW to your WHAT. 
 

Based on the best-selling book by Alan Axelrod: Patton on  Leadership: Strategic Lessons For Corporate Warfare 

Arizona Trivia 
 

Petrified wood is the official state fossil. Most petrified 
wood comes from the Petrified Forest in northeastern Ari-

zona. 
 

The Palo verde is the official state tree. Its name means 
green stick and it blooms a brilliant yellow-gold in April or 

May. 
 

The battleship USS Arizona was named in honor of the 
state. It was commissioned in 1913 and launched in 1915 

from the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 

RULES OF THUMB 

 

Money & Finance: Keeping a friend—
Never loan a friend more than you can af-
ford to give away. Reed Alvord 
 
Food & Drink: Scrimping on Vodka—
Running cheap vodka through a Brita filter 
four time will make it just as smooth as the 
good stuff. - Rulesofthumb.org Review 
Board 
 
Travel: Dromedary Distances— 
A camel is good for 1,000 to 2,000 miles. 
Ned Gillette, adventurer 
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ARIZONA ASSOCIATION FOR 
PROPERTY & EVIDENCE 

22
nd

 ANNUAL SEMINAR 
 

Two day Property and Evidence Training Seminar 
June 4th & 5th, 2015 

 
Prescott Resort and Conference Center 

                                                  1500 East Highway 69 
Prescott, Arizona 86302 

Rooms are available at the Prescott Resort at a special $60/night rate, if made by  
May 03rd 2015. .  When calling for reservations, let them know 

You are with the Arizona Association for Property and Evidence Group #G2626 
For reservations, call 1-888-657-7855. 

Instruction on: 
New Gun Laws, Gun Disposals, Gun Sales, 
Guns and The Mentally Ill, NIBIN: 
   Det. Darrell Smith - ATF 
 
New Procedure Rules & Packaging Spec’s 
For DPS Crime Lab: 
   Cody Buller - DPS  Supervisor 
     
Audits, Inventories & Liabilities In The 
Workplace:  
    Sgt. Tonia Rogers -Tolleson PD 
 
Substance Abuse, Signs, Trends, New Drugs:         
    Stephanie Siete – Community Bridges Inc. 
 
Fraud Investigations & Evidence:                                                                                      
    Maricopa County Attorney         
       
 Group Discussion on New & Changed Ari-
zona Laws 

Seminar Cost 
 

$150 AAPE Members 
$200 Non-Members 

 
Also includes: 

Lunch on Thursday 
Daily Door Prizes 
Vendor Displays 



Be sure to enter your door prize for 
your chance to win a free entry at 

next years seminar for 2016. 
All you need to do is bring in a $25 
door prize as your contribution for 

this years event to be eligible. 
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What’s in your Warehouse??? 
Have something unusual in your warehouse inventory???  

Send me a picture or two with a brief story and share with the rest of the P&E Departments the bizarre findings 
that make it into your warehouse. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mortar Rounds any one???  
Items to be destroyed that were confiscated from a drug case. 

Thanks to Mr. James Peer from Glendale P.D. for sharing these photos. 
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Did You Know? 
June 1st 1792—Kentucky became the 15th state in 

the United States. 

 

June 3rd 1965—Maj. Edward White became the 

first U.S. astronaut to walk in space, during the 

Gemini 4 mission. 

 

June 12th 1939—The Baseball Hall. Of Fame 

opened to the public in Cooperstown, New York 

 

June 14th 1775—The United States Army was 

founded. 

 

June 17th 1885—The Statue of Liberty arrived in 

New York City aboard the French ship ISERE. 
 

June 19th 1934—The Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) was created. 

 

June 23rd 1992— Mobster John Gotti was sen-

tenced to life in prison 

 

June 29th 1915—Juicy Fruit chewing gum was trade-

mark registered. 

June 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     
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Advertising rates for the Lock & Key 
 

 Please see our webpage for current rates. 
 

 Call any AAPE board member to reserve your ad-
vertisement in the next edition of the newsletter. 

 
 The deadline for submissions is the 1st day of  

February, May, August and November. 

 
A guy phones a law office and says: "I 
want to speak to my lawyer." 
The receptionist replies "I'm sorry but 
he died last week." 
The next day he phones again and asks 
the same question. The receptionist re-
plies "I told you yesterday, he died 
last week." 
The next day the guy calls again and 
asks to speak to his lawyer. By this 
time the receptionist is getting a lit-
tle annoyed and says "I keep telling you 
that your lawyer died last week. Why do 
you keep calling?" 
The guy says, "Because I just love hear-
ing you say that."  

mailto:roy.casto@ci.gilbert.az.us
mailto:mealinen@aol.com
mailto:deborahs@peoriaaz.gov

