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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear Members, 

It has been a great year so far and I am really looking for-

ward to seeing a lot of you at the conference this year.  I 

am very happy with the turn out this year and I believe 

that we have lined up a great group of guest speakers 

who will provide a lot of informative information.  I want 

all of you to start thinking about next year’s vote for the 

board of the association who will be sworn in at the con-

ference in 2023.  I will not be running for re-election as I 

am getting closer to my retirement.  I believe that even 

though there is time before the next election, you might 

want to start thinking about the possibility of running for 

any of the positions.  The only way for this association to 

survive and flourish is through the participation of its 

members.  For the association to survive, we must have a 

board.  I believe that new members to the board will 

bring new and fresh ideas which can only make the asso-

ciation that much stronger.  If you would like to talk to 

me about the commitment that is needed, please feel 

free to reach out to me or any of the board members.   

Sincerely, 

C.J. Blackwell 

“Success is the progressive reali-

zation of a predetermined goal!” 

 - John Maxwell 

AAPE Annual Seminar 
 

June 9th—10th 

@ Prescott Resort 

1500 E. Highway 69 

Prescott, AZ 86302 
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VEHICLES: 

Q: How are vehicle impound lots and storage set up?   

A: Chain link fencing, Cinder block, or combination thereof—razor wire 

Q: Security cameras in place?   

A: Yes—Size of vehicle lot will depend on the number of security cameras and positions. 

Q: What types of vehicles are stored and are those vehicles covered / uncovered ?  

A: Any vehicle connected with a criminal investigation. Once investigation has been completed, case agent 

authorizes release. 

Q: What to do with unclaimed vehicles? 

A: Department applies for abandoned title, then auctioned or release to “on call” tow company who then 

applies for abandoned title. 

Q: What do you do with vehicles that may have BIO Hazard associated with them? 

A: Refer to tow company or a salvage yard to be crushed. 

 
ADOT: https://azdot.gov/node/4915; Abandoned Vehicle Unit: 602-712-8406;  MVD Tech Support for PD 
and Courts: 602-712-4900 
 
FIREARMS: 

Q: What do you do with the release of firearms based on a prohibited status of an individual or case disposi-

tion? 

A: Firearms can be released to a third party so long as there is a notarized letter authorizing the release. If 

firearm is not claimed after 90 days it is considered abandoned / unclaimed and can  be sold. 

Q: What do you do with the release of firearms to NOK’s due to suicide or death of individual? 

A: Firearms can be released to NOK so long as OME report is provided and case agent signs off on the re-

lease. 

     Firearm may need to go through FFL dealer depending on status of case and release of property. 

     Public Fiduciary  may need to be involved if there is no “last will and testament”. 

Q: What do you do with the release of unclaimed firearms? 

A: All firearms are to be sold through an FFL dealer. Firearms can be traded for “credit” towards future pur-

chases of ammunition, firearms or equipment for  Department use.  

     All illegal firearms are to be destroyed     

Reference: ARS 13-3101; ARE 13-3108 (F) 

                     Federal Law 18 U.S.C. 922 [g] (1-9)   

                     Title 18: Crimes & Criminal Procedure / Part I: Crimes / Chapter 44: Firearms 

 

REFRIGERATORS / FREEZER MONITORING DEVICES: 

Q: What are the types of monitors used for department refrigerators / freezers? 

A:  Temp Stick or Sensor Push 

 

 

The Most Popular questions over the last year. 

Below is a summary of collected questions 

and answers. Please refer to your Department 

policies and procedures. 

https://azdot.gov/node/4915


Top ten questions continued... 

EVIDENCE PROCESSING:  

Q: Who processes Department evidence when bar-coding items? 

A: Officers process evidence by packaging and bar-coding their own items associated with that case. 

     Crime Scene Technician assist or package evidence associated with that case.  

Q: Can item be packaged in bulk containers? (Example: Misc. tools from a search warrant) 

A:  Status of case will determine whether or not items can be packaged together. Refer to Department policies 

and best practices regarding packaging guidelines. 

 

FOREIGN CURRENCY: 

Q: What do Department s due with foreign currency? 

A:  Check with local bank used by Department. Have that institute verify foreign currency and deposit into City’s 

general funds as unclaimed property. Other options available is to send to auction and treat as you would a col-

lector’s coins surplus. Damaged foreign currency may be destroyed. 

 

STOLEN RECOVERED ITEMS FROM OUT OF STATE: 

Q: Who pays for the shipment in returning items to an out of state owner? 

A: Case by case review based on items presented and cost associated with shipping. Owner should pay if they 

want item back. May need to see if insurance claim was submitted, if so, insurance company may pay for the 

shipment or forfeit item altogether.  

      Firearms are paid for by department and to be sent to local police agency where report was taken. 

 

INTERNS / VOLUNTEERS: 

Q: Are volunteers or interns allowed to work in the evidence warehouse? 

A: Check with Department Supervisor. Ensure background check was conducted and provide limited access to 

sensitive items. Provide with tasks that are obtainable such as organizing, cleaning, and inventory.  

 

TRAINING & PROCEDURE MANUALS: 

Q: Is there a requirement to have a training and procedure manual? 

A: Best practices in ensuring a well running Department should have one. Allows for guidance on how to run the 

Property & Evidence Department, resources, and procedures set by the City, State and Federal standards. A well 

documented packaging manual that is readily available is a must for all officers. Provide photos documenting the 

process of packaging items. 

 

RELEASE OF HOMICIDE PHOTOS: 

Q: Can photos from a homicide / suicide be released to the public? 

A: Refer to case agent / Department policies. Redaction of photos to include nudity, gore (blood), faces, etc. may 

be necessary. All request should be sent to command staff as well as representing attorney. 

   

INVENTORIES & AUDITS: 

Q: How often should an audit / inventory be conducted? Who is responsible? 

A: Inventory / audit as often as one can; at least every quarter guns, drugs, and currency. Annual inventories 

should be for the entire warehouse. Any time a change in command / supervisor. Ask for an out side representa-

tive to due an inventory / audit. This ensures guidelines are being followed and can provide with useful infor-

mation for best practices.  



IS YOUR PROPERTY/EVIDENCE ROOM IN GOOD SHAPE? 
 

Are you able to account for every item in your inventory?? 
 

When was the last time you had an audit of your property/evidence 

room?            Have you EVER had an audit??? 

 

Perhaps it is time to consider having a third party audit of your     

property/evidence room. 

 

Evidence Management Specialists LLC has performed objective,       

impartial third party audits of property/evidence rooms throughout   

Arizona for over 16 years. 
 

If you are in need of an audit to meet CALEA or ALEAP accreditation 

requirements please contact Evidence Management Specialists at    

evidencemanagementspecialists@gmail.com or 480-383-3946 for      

information on how we can meet your audit needs. 

Biden announces measures to crack down on ‘ghost guns’ (click on link to read full article) 

The White House said there had been a tenfold increase in reports of ‘unserialized, privately 

made firearms’ since 2016. 

   ….. Ghost guns are an increasing problem for US law enforcement. The critical component in 

building an untraceable gun is the lower receiver, a part typically made of metal or polymer. An 

unfinished receiver – sometimes referred to as an “80% receiver” – can be legally bought online 

with no serial numbers or other markings and no license required.  

 

 

Continued on next page... 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/apr/11/biden-ghost-guns-crackdown


Ghost Guns

Ghost guns: What you need to know about an untraceable, legal 
weapon that is becoming popular 
By Stephanie Bennett and FOX 10 Staff 
Published December 1, 2021 8:45PM 
Updated 9:40PM 
Crime and Public Safety 
FOX 10 Phoenix 
 

PHOENIX - In the aftermath of a shooting at Phoenix's Cesar Chavez High School that left one stu-
dent injured, some are focusing their attention on so-called ‘ghost guns.'  
According to Phoenix Police officials, the shooting happened after a transaction involving a gun. 
"Through interviews and other means, our detectives learn that that 16-year-old brought a gun to 
school, with the purpose of selling it to the 15-year-old. That transaction took place in the bath-
room of the high school. A sum of money was exchanged," said Sgt. Ann Justus. The gun was giv-
en to the 15-year-old, and the 16-year-old soon realized that the money he received from that gun 
was not real money. As soon as the 16-year-old realized that the money he received is not real, he 
confronted the 15-year-old. That's when the altercation occurred, and the 16-year-old was shot." 
The gun at the center of the transaction was referred to by Sgt. Justice as a ‘poly-type gun,' or a 
ghost gun. It is a gun that people can build. They can order the parts off the internet. There's differ-
ent ways they can obtain those," said Sgt. Justus. 
Ghost gun owner talks 
For a few hundred dollars, tools, and a lot of time, people can make their very own gun from the 
comfort of their home. 
"A ghost gun is going to be very similar to what you see here. It's going to be essentially a piece of 
plastic that is starting to take this shape of a firearm, but it's not. It's not complete," said Ammo AZ 
LLC owner Veerachart Murphy. 

https://everytownresearch.org/issue/ghost-guns/


While it is illegal to buy a completely assembled ghost gun, it is legal to buy all the parts need-
ed to make one, and the parts can be obtained pretty easily: online, 3D print, or even purchase 
in stores like Murphy's. 
"It's fairly easy to buy it, yes. It's very difficult to make it, and I should say make it correctly," 
said Murphy. 
If someone decides to sell a handmade ghost gun, they have to mark it with a serial number. In 
addition, most places won't sell ghost gun parts to people under the age of 18. 
 
There are no serial numbers on ghost guns 
Murphy says a ghost gun does not have a serial number, because it comes in parts. Therefore, 
the government cannot trace it, which is appealing to some people. 
"I think the allure with ghost guns is you don't have that government oversight," said Murphy. 
"Uncle Sam doesn't know you have this, and that's absolutely legal to own and make, so long as 
you keep it and don't try to resell it." 
 
Law enforcement officials worried 
Law enforcement consider these homemade guns a threat, and the gun's popularity is rising. In 
2020, Phoenix Police impounded 30 ghost guns. In the first six months of 2021, that number 
was already at 31, but those numbers are much less compared to other guns. "So, what's con-
cerning about these types of firearms to us is that there really is no quality control when they're 
being made. So, the safety. Also the fact that we don't know how many of them are out there. 
That's probably the most of concerning," said Sgt. Justus. 

 What you should do: 

Ensure your agency traces ALL firearms that are recovered, including PMFs.  

Be sure to enter the Crime Gun information, if missing it will result in an incomplete firearm trace. 

Remember if a firearm trace is “unsuccessful”, a firearm trace still provides significant and important information. 

 



 

 ARIZONA ASSOCIATION FOR  

PROPERTY & EVIDENCE  
27TH ANNUAL SEMINAR  

 

 Property and Evidence Training Seminar 

June 9 – 10 , 2022  

Prescott Resort and Conference Center  

1500 East Highway 69  

Prescott, Arizona 86302  

 

 June 9th  

0800 – 1200 FBI Property and Evidence  

1200 – 1300 Lunch  

1300 – 1500 Stress Management  

1500 – 1700 Round Robin Discussion  

 

June 10th  

0800 – 1000 DPS Lab  

1000 – 1030 Break to allow members to check 

out of rooms  

1030 – 1200 Lunch  

1230 – 1430 State Archives (Tentative)  

1430 – 1600 Business Meeting  

1600 – 1700 Networking  

 

 Seminar Cost  

 

$215 AAPE  

Members  

 

$265 Non-

Members  

 

Includes:  

 

Lunch Thursday & 

Friday  

Hosted Reception 

Thursday  

 
 Rooms are available at the Prescott Resort at a special $96/night rate, if made by  

May 1st, 2022. When calling for reservations let hotel know you are with the  

Arizona Association for Property and Evidence Group  

For reservations, call 1-888-657-7855.  
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How Much Rest Do You Really Need? 
Unwinding after a full day is a challenge for many, but because experts recommend getting at least 7 

hours of restful sleep each night, it is something that need to be prioritized. Getting sufficient amounts of 

resful sleep is essential for good health. Most adults need between 7 and 9 hours of sleep each day. It is 

estimated that as many as one-third of the people get less than 7 hours of sleep each night. Millions of 

people are plagued with chronic sleep disorders, which can alter immune functions and metabolism. 
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Scam Alert— Fake QR Codes  

DON’T FORGET TO BRING 

YOUR DOOR PRIZES FOR 

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A 

FREE SEAT TO NEXT YEARS 

SEMMINAR. 
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House Bill 2604— 
  Be sure to check out the new House Bill 2604 (link below). This will change the 

way we store our property associated with Order of Protections. 

 

PHOENIX—Legislation has been signed that extend the length of time orders of pro-

tection will remain effective before they expire. 

After passing through both chambers of the Arizona Legislature, House Bill 2604 was 

signed into law this week (April 22, 2022) by Gov. Doug Ducey. 

The bill extends the effective duration of an emergency protection order to seven cal-

endar days after being issued by a judge. Regular orders of protection can now remain 

effective for two years, rather than one, from the time they’re served to the defendant. 

Click on photos for links 

House Bill 2709— 

https://www.12news.com/article/news/local/arizona/ducey-signs-bill-extending-duration-of-restraining-orders/75-6557848d-8838-4963-9a14-1165ae31af2b
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/1R/bills/HB2604P.pdf


First Amendment Auditors 
A “First Amendment Audit” is an event where a photographer or videographer purposely places 

themselves on public property near a sensitive facility as anexercise of their first amendment 

rights. Audits can be mistaken for surveillance and / or pre-operations planning or suspicious 

activity, which could lead to a perceived negative interaction with law enforcement. Filming 

personnel is legal, and most audits end without incident. However, individual auditors may de-

liberately attempt to bait personnel into escalating a contact into a violent confrontation or to 

provike violation of their constitutional rights that can be filmed or livestreamed onto the inter-

net, generating increased public viewing. 

Common First Amendment Audit Tactics 

 Auditors may be argumentative, uncooperative, or may not speak or comply with person-

nel’s questions or commands. 

 Auditors may attempt to goad personnel into overly aggressive responses. 

 Auditors insistently demand the names and badge numbers of responding personnel. 

 The responding officer (s) reaction is captured on video and posted on social media as an 

example of a violation of first amendment rights. 

 After contact, some of these auditors may file Freedom of Information Act / Public Records 

Requests to obtain information about the personnel involved. 

Although filming is legal, attempts to lure personnel into confrontations while filming, presents 

a concern for safety. If approached by a First Amendment auditor, personnel should: 

 Notify a supervisor and / or building security. 

 Personnel should always be aware of their legal standing before acting and remain profes-

sional and courteous during First Amendment Audit contacts. 

 Personnel should not try to prevent being filmed and should not allow themselves to re-

spond in a manner that could be construed as inappropriate or as a violation of constitutional 

freedoms. 

The ability for individuals to post the videos online and claim personnel infringed upon their 

rights, or committed wrongdoing—whether true, or not– can further damage the public trust, 

which also jeopardizes officer safety. 



Have an interesting story or 

unusual item that was 

brought in to your ware-

house?    Don’t hold back… 

Share it…  

 

Send your ideas, comments, 

photos, and interesting arti-

cles to:                             

jmichaelx2@gmail.com 
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Funnies 

Two men were arrested in Santa Rosa County, FL, Saturday after law enforcement of-
ficers said they found illegal drugs in a bag labeled "Bag Full of Drugs." The men were 
pulled over by a state trooper for allegedly speeding 25 miles over the limit. 

"Santa Rosa (County Sheriff's Office) K-9 Deputies recently assisted FHP on a traffic 
stop on I-10 where a large amount of narcotics was discovered. Note to self- do not 
traffic your illegal narcotics in bags labeled “Bag Full Of Drugs”. Our K-9’s can read," 
a Facebook post from the Santa Rosa County Sheriff's Office said. 

The narcotics and other contraband found reportedly included: 75 grams of metham-
phetamine, 1.36 kilograms of GHB, 1 gram of cocaine, 3.6 grams of fentanyl, 15 
MDMA tablets and drug paraphernalia, according to CNN. 
 
https://www.policemag.com/541560/troopers-arrest-men-after-finding-drugs-in-bag-
marked-bag-full-of-drugs 
 
 

https://www.policemag.com/541560/troopers-arrest-men-after-finding-drugs-in-bag-marked-bag-full-of-drugs
https://www.policemag.com/541560/troopers-arrest-men-after-finding-drugs-in-bag-marked-bag-full-of-drugs


President:  C.J. Blackwell 
Tel: (928) 777-7425 

carey.blackwell@yavapai.us 
 

1st Vice President: Lane Darling 
Tel: (480) 383-3946 

ems.inaz@yahoo.com 
  

2nd Vice President: Roy Casto 
Tel: (480) 635-7081 

roy.casto@gilbertaz.gov 

Secretary: Deanna Manuel 
Tel: (520) 610-2030 

deanna.manuel@gric.nsn.us  
 

Treasurer: Maureen Marquez 
Tel: (623) 773-7086 

maureen.marquez@peoriaaz.gov  

SGT at Arms: Sarah Welch 
Tel: (623) 222-4315 

sarah.welch@surpriseaz.gov  

Executive Board Officers  

Arizona Association for 

Property and Evidence 

The mission of the Arizona 

Association for Property 

and Evidence (AAPE) is to 

provide ways for property 

and evidence professionals 

in the State of Arizona to 

communicate with each 

other about common issues 

that affect the safety of 

property/evidence person-

nel and the security and 

integrity of the evidence 

they manage by promoting 

professionalism and ex-

changing information and 

ideas.  

Arizona Association for Property and Evidence 

 

Teeth are trustworthy 
What piece of crime scene data is responsible for identifying over 93% of remains? Dental 
records. Because bones are among the sturdiest parts of the body, they are often the 
best-preserved area in remains. Combine this with the fact that every individual has a 
unique dental imprint, and you have the recipe for an extremely reliable form of identifi-
cation. 
Identification by dental records is especially useful in cases where the victim was left un-
recognizable. Crimes that involve mutilation, burning, or any other form of disfigurement 
may still leave the teeth relatively intact. Samples procured from teeth can be matched 
to existing dental records to help identify the body. 

mailto:carey.blackwell@yavapai.us
mailto:ems.inaz@yahoo.com
mailto:roy.casto@gilbertaz.gov
mailto:deanna.manuel@gric.nsn.us
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